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POST-FLEDGING OBSERVATIONS OF OSPREY

An Osprey nest at Point Moore, Geraldton was closely monitored by observers and 
photographers from August 2022 to January 2023. This provided an opportunity to gather 
information on young Ospreys in their post-fledging period. The Ospreys at Point Moore 
raised three nestlings which all fledged successfully. Monthly progress reports are shown. 

August 2022 
The first Osprey chicks were sighted on 26 August. Based on 
plumage characteristics, they hatched around the first week of 
August. 

September 2022 
On 3 September, the three chicks were in the “reptilian” 
plumage phase making them about 20 days old (Poole 2019). 
There is almost a week difference between the hatching of the 
oldest and youngest chicks.  

On 21 September, there were three young Ospreys and an 
adult on the nest, with one of the nestlings stretching and 
exercising its wings. The nestlings had a dark stripe down 
the middle of the crown. The primary and secondary feathers 
of the exercising nestling were not fully developed; primary 
feathers P6 to P10 had not reached their full length and 
secondary feathers S1 to S3 were still developing as were the 
greater secondary coverts. There were still gaps visible in the 
wing at the boundary of the primary and secondary feathers. 

October 2022 
On 2 October, the largest nestling was rising slightly above the 
nest, flapping the wings vigorously. Fledging took place on 6 
October when the young Ospreys started to take off and hover 
over the nest. Within days the first two juveniles had flown 
from the nest and were doing short circuits before landing 
back. The third chick was a week or so behind the other two. 

On 7 October, two of the nestlings were hovering above the 
nest, and all wing feathers were fully developed. Osprey 
feathers develop rapidly and average feather growth rates are 
5.7 mm/day for primaries, 3.1 mm per/day for secondaries 
and 3.2 mm per/day for tail feathers (Prevost, 1983).  

On 14 October, two of the juvenile Ospreys were now flying. 
Feathers had fully developed. The juveniles were making short 
exploratory flights but staying close to their nest.  

On 16 October, one juvenile was standing on a fence post and 
did a circuit flight along a local path, over the dunes, around 
the nesting pole before returning to the original fence post. 
Another juvenile was resting on a shorebird sign at the end of 
the path. 

On 27 October, a juvenile did a dry run where it plunged 
down to the beach with legs out front, touched the water and 
sand briefly with the talons and flew off again. The beach was 
covered by a thin layer of receding seawater at the time.  

On 31 October, this was the first time the female was seen 
flying round the nest continually calling. 

Ospreys were observed bathing, flying and feeding. The wing 
coverts have white and tan edges, especially dense on the 
lesser- and median coverts. These give the surface of the 
juvenile wing a scaley appearance. 

November 2022 
In the first weeks of November the juveniles were flying 
around a lot and testing the water, landing and then lifting 
themselves out of the water. One landed in the water several 
times and caught seaweed bringing it back to the nest. The 
fish offerings from the adult birds seemed less than before. 

On 6 November, a male Osprey was observed dropping fish in 
the nest for juveniles. 

During this time the 
siblings were observed 
sparring a lot, flying 
at each other with 
outstretched talons, their 
wings fully extended and 
flying up over the top of 
each other (Fig. 1). Then 
about 45 minutes later, 
they were all feeding 
quietly on fish in the nest. 
The youngest one was 
calling loudly and begging 
for fish from the larger 
juvenile. 

Two of the juveniles 
were catching their own fish on 15 November, 40 days after 
fledging. However, they were still taking advantage of the fish 
being brought back by the parents for the third (youngest) 
juvenile.  

On 18 November, one juvenile landed on a post nearby and 
then flew down to the ground. The smallest of the Osprey 
juveniles seemed always to be sitting by itself, and showed 
begging behaviour when another Osprey flew over with a fish. 
The Ospreys caught four fish between them and one of the 
adults caught a huge fish and struggled to keep hold of it. 

On 19 November, an adult caught a large Gold-spotted 
Sweetlips (Plectorhinchus flavomaculatus), then dropped the 
fish and flew down to retrieve it out of the grass. 

On 21 November, the nest site was vacant and three Ospreys 
(two juveniles and one adult) were on the cross beam of a 
power pole. This power pole was their regular feeding spot 
and the juveniles were quite vocal. The juveniles were still 
engaged in regular sparring events. They were not carrying 
any fish in these clashes. 

On 25 November, a proper dive sequence was observed.  

December 2022 
In early December the dynamics around the nest changed. 
One juvenile bird remained in the nest and tried to prevent its 
siblings from landing but allowed the adults to bring in food. 
It was not clear whether it was the same juvenile or whether 

Fig 1. Juveniles sparring at Point 
Moore, Geraldton 2022.  Photo by 
Steve Pidgeon

Fig 2. Juveniles aerial sparing at Point Moore. Photo by Steve 
Pidgeon
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they were taking turns when the opportunity presented itself. 
This resulted in a lot of aerial sparring over the nest (Fig 1). 

On 1 December, the juveniles were each standing on a post 
and begging for food as the female Osprey flew overhead.  

On 3 December, the juveniles were very aggressive towards 
each other and flying around the nest. Aerial sparring with 
their talons was observed in the afternoon, when a juvenile 
turned sideways in the air and came in on top of another 
juvenile (Fig. 2). 

On 4 December, a juvenile did a full ocean dive, legs lined up 
and stretched out in front. 

A local resident reported on 13 December that the Ospreys 
were roosting on the power poles at night and you could hear 
them throughout the night. They arrived at dusk being very 
vocal before settling in for the night. This involved the whole 
Osprey family and was not far from their nesting site.  

On 14 December, the adult Ospreys had cut back their food 
supply and were now bringing the nestlings remnants of fish, 
not full fish as was previously the case. These remnants were 
being dropped into the nest. The juveniles were still exhibiting 
begging behaviour when seeing the adult birds. The young 
were definitely trying to catch their own fish. We have seen 
them over the ocean and dropping into the water. 

On 17 December, we noticed that the juveniles had moved 
back to the nest and started calling and seemed alarmed. We 
then noticed that there were six Ospreys, that moved on after 
about ten minutes, circling high overhead.  

Based on the size of the juveniles we deduced that the two 
larger ones were female and the smaller one was a male, 
which was also the youngest bird. The size difference was 
noticeable after hatching, right through to the time the 
juveniles fledged and left the area. The first of the bigger 
juveniles left late December, followed shortly afterwards by the 
second large juvenile. Maybe departing in the same sequence 
as they had hatched? 

January 2023 
The adult Ospreys stopped supplying fish to the remaining 
juveniles around 7 January.  

On the 12th January, a juvenile was seen on the beach 
picking up a clump of seaweed and then dropping it again 
before heading off down the coast. One of the juveniles came 
back with a small black fish. The second large juvenile had 
departed. Around the third week in January all three juveniles 
had departed the area. The smallest juvenile, taken to be a 
male,was the last to leave.  

On 29 January, the female Osprey flew overhead and the 
wings showed moulting was taking place in primary and 
secondary feathers. The two adults were still roosting on the 
power poles in early February.  

Foraging 
What follows are a number of observations made whilst 
monitoring and photographing the Osprey family. The Ospreys 
were seen to catch fish on the reef close to shore, to the west 
of the nest or went further out to the reef on the outer edge. 
We have also observed Ospreys following the coastline south 
and returning with fish. 

The fish brought back to feed the chicks were photographed 
for future identification. The Ospreys preyed most on tropical/
sub-tropical reef fish and showed that they were masters 
at reef fishing. The most common species caught were 
Seven-banded Wrasse (Thalassoma septemfasciatum), Gold-
spotted Sweetlips (Plectorhinchus flavomaculatus), and 

Black Rabbitfish (Siganus fuscescens), followed by other 
wrasse species, Silverbelly (Gerres subfasciatus), Red-lipped 
Morwong (Cheilodactylus rubrolabiatus) and Sea Mullet (Mugil 
cephalus). 

Ospreys were noted to go through a fixed routine. After they 
had fed, they cleaned their beaks on both sides six to eight 
times. Then they fluffed themselves up and preened after 
which they defecated and flew off to bathe (Fig. 3). They 
basically have a bath most times after they have fed. The 
bathing routine can be very vigorous and varies from 10-15 
minutes. They dip themselves in the ocean with water going 
over their heads, spread their wings, walk to the water’s edge 
and then go back in. The bathing area was close to the nest 
site. 

Eventually they flew back to their power pole to preen and dry 
themselves out. 

Plumage 
Juvenile Ospreys have a heavy striped chest band. It was 
interesting to see where these fine stripes originated. When 
the wind blew the juvenile’s chest feathers apart you could 
see brown heart shaped figures on the feathers with the point 
at the end of the heart shape forming the stripe visible on the 
breast band (Fig. 4). The rest of the pattern normally remains 
hidden. 

Fig 3. Osprey in the surf at Hillarys Beach November 2022.  Photo 
by Sheila Rowlands

Fig 4. Chest feather patterns of juvenile Osprey at Point Moore. 
Photo by Heather Beswick
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Discussion  
Studies overseas have shown that the duration of the post-
fledging dependence period in the Ospreys in Scotland is 30.4 
days (Bustamante 1995) and is very similar to that estimated 
for North American Ospreys (32.5 days) (Stinson 1977). 
Juvenile Ospreys started their fishing trials on average 16.6 
days after their first flight. 

On Kangaroo Island, young continued to be fed at or near 
the nest for several weeks after fledging and begging and 
attempted piracy behaviours were recorded ten and eleven 
weeks after fledging (Dennis 2007). Comparative West 
Australian data is shown for the Point Moore and Hillarys 
Beach Park sites in Table 1 – noticeably, the post-fledging 
period at Point Moore and Hillarys appears much longer than 
that reported for Ospreys in the Northern Hemisphere. 

Ospreys are migratory in the northern hemisphere and there 
is likely more urgency to fledge and become independent so 
the migratory journey south can be undertaken. Australian 
Ospreys are not migratory so can take more time fledging 
and becoming independent, although our juvenile Ospreys are 
known to move considerable distances when they disperse.  

In north-eastern New South Wales, banded subadult Ospreys 
have been recorded 504 km and 714 km from their natal 
territories. Out of 85 young Osprey banded on Kangaroo 
Island, three are known to have dispersed to the mainland 
with one found around 400 km ENE from the natal site. 
Sightings of the other banded Ospreys from Kangaroo Island 
were all within 70 km from their natal site. In Western 
Australia, Osprey banded on Rottnest Island dispersed around 
400 km to the south-east from their natal territory (Holsworth 
1965; Dennis 2007). 
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Post-fledging observations of Osprey, ctd

Point Moore Days after fledging Hillarys Beach Days after fledging
Number of juveniles 3 3
Stretching and exercising wings 21/09/2022 13/11/2022
Hovering above nest 2/10/2022
First flight (fledged) 6/10/2022 28/11/2022
First practice dive 27/10/2022 21 days 6/12/2022 9 days
First fish caught 15/11/2022 40 days 25/12/2022 28 days 
Roosting 13/12/2022 68 days
Departed natal site Late December 2022 80 days Still present 60 days 

Table 1. Osprey event timeline after fledging at Point Moore and Hillarys
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BirdLife Australia Notices
Western Australian Bird Notes, printed copies
My name is Erin Farley and I am the Campaigns and Participation Program Director with BirdLife Australia. My team works to 
influence decision makers and support volunteers to protect birds and their habitat across the country. I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to update Western Australian Bird Notes subscribers on some of the new strategies BirdLife Australia is rolling out, 
and what that means for this publication.  

BirdLife Australia acknowledges the important role that 
Western Australian Bird Notes plays for people in Western 
Australia. We also acknowledge that the transition to new 
web, database, and communication strategies over the past 
18 months has been difficult and frustrating for members and 
supporters. We are continuing to investigate ways to improve 
our systems to enable the most effective communication 
products to be available to our members and supporters.  
As many subscribers will be happy to hear, it is indeed still 
possible for members and supporters to continue receiving 
a printed copy of WABN, and for free - with costs met 
centrally by BirdLife Australia. A survey was distributed last 
year requesting WABN recipients indicate their preference to 
receive a printed or digital copy. If you have expressed your 
desire to receive a printed copy, your contact details have 
been added to a list of recipients. If you are unsure if you are 
on this list, you can contact BirdLife Australia Supporter Care 
or the BirdLife WA Branch office to check.  
As the above suggests, a past decision to move Western 
Australian Bird Notes to being a digital-only publication has 
been reversed as we focus on supporting WA supporters and 
members. We know that while many supporters are happy to 
receive materials digitally, many prefer to receive copies in 
print – as was shown in the response to the survey in 2022. 
Based on feedback provided through a number of channels, 
the reasons for the change to digital editions were neither 
well communicated nor understood, and it was seen as 
undermining of local decision-making.  
Concerns over this issue have increased over time to the 
extent that they are damaging relationships within BirdLife 
Australia’s broader network and preventing other good work 
from happening effectively. This situation benefits no one and 
I am really looking forward to moving forward and working 
with members and supporters in Western Australia on more 
positive projects.  

Western Australian Bird Notes and the national 
context 
The context for the original decision to have this publication 
available online only is important.  
In 2023, we are formally launching the new Bird Conservation 
Strategy. The goals of this strategy are huge. In ten years, 
we need to stop human-driven extinction of threatened birds 
and improve the status of 30% of birds. By 2050 we need to 
halt overall bird species population declines. It is an ambitious 
agenda, but what is needed if we are to protect the birds that 
bring so much joy to us all.  
The Bird Conservation Strategy outlines clear areas of 
action to ensure we have the science, policy settings, public 
support, and influence over decision-makers to achieve our 
goals. As has always been the case, the work of volunteers 
and supporters will underpin this work and be critical to our 
success.  
Ahead of formally launching the Bird Conservation Strategy, 
over the past few years, BirdLife staff and Branches have 
been busy implementing a lot of important changes across 
the organisation, including to our communication channels. 
Our website, database, and approaches to publications are all 
getting updated - a huge undertaking! This is vitally important, 
with new and exciting tools coming, to better help BirdLife 
staff and volunteers reach wider audiences, such as making 

our website mobile friendly. However, we appreciate that the 
scope of the changes has made the process time-consuming, 
and at times confusing. We can throw in a globally disruptive 
pandemic across this period, too, of course.  
Ensuring that our volunteers, including of course Branches 
like BirdLife WA, have access to the best online tools remains 
a priority. For example, transitioning local groups and BirdLife 
Branches to email updates has enabled us to reach more 
volunteers and supporters than ever before. The benefits of 
this are straightforward – printing newsletters uses paper and 
energy, and maintaining paid subscription information in our 
database across over 40 network groups was using a lot of 
staff resources. Moving to digital newsletters was seen as one 
way to tackle these issues, but the speed and completeness 
of such a transition missed the value of print copies to many 
supporters. This sadly meant that many BirdLife members and 
supporters did not feel empowered nor sufficiently valued.  
Going forward, we are excited to both harness the benefits of 
our exciting new digital tools and continuing to discuss the use 
of these tools in the context of broader communication and 
engagement strategies with Branches. 
Into the future, we are committed to continuing to work 
collaboratively with members and supporters in WA and across 
the country, to ensure that we support people in the most 
effective ways to achieve BirdLife Australia’s conservation 
goals.  
It is a truly exciting time to be part of BirdLife Australia, 
and we have a huge job ahead of us. We will need everyone 
working together to protect our beloved birds.  

Erin Farley,  
Campaigns and Participation Program Leader 

BirdLife Australia 
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BirdLife WA Committees
CONVENOR’S REPORT
Greetings WABN readers!  
Welcome to a new year and dare I say it, I am feeling better about this new year than I have the last few. I am sure I am not 
the only one breathing a sigh of relief that the worst of Covid-19 appears to be well and truly behind us. For me, I am excited 
about the year ahead which will include a lot of teaching at Murdoch University (my actual job, for those who don’t know) and 
with the Uni expecting the return of international students, it should be buzzing on campus again. It’s also going to be a big 
year of travel for me, including a trip to Malaysian Borneo (I hope) to teach ecotourism to a lucky 15+ students. To say I am 
excited about the birds I will be showing them is an understatement. Then, it is off to the UK and Europe for a month or so.  
As you can imagine, all of this will keep me busy until at least mid-September this year. As a result, and I am sure many of you 
know, I have decided to step down from the BirdLife WA Convenor role at the AGM, which will have happened by the time you 
read this. In fairness to the Branch and to focus on my career, it is the right thing to do. I will continue to contribute to BirdLife 
Australia’s new Conservation Strategy, which will include staying an active member of the Community Engagement Committee. 
Sharing my love for birds and inspiring people to protect, conserve and enhance bird habitats is something that is very 
important to me and nourishes my soul. I will also be active in other activities and projects BirdLife has in Western Australia, so 
I expect I will continue to engage with many of you for the foreseeable future. It has been an interesting experience being part 
of the BirdLife WA Branch Coordinating Committee. Certainly, quite different to my six years involved with BirdLife Southern 
Queensland committee, but as they say, variety is the spice of life!  
Before I step down from the Convenor role, it is my great pleasure to share some of the amazing achievements of the BirdLife 
WA Branch over the last year. The finer details will be made available (via our incredible sub-committees’ annual reports) on 
the website. Here are just a few of the headlines for you from the sub-committee reports I have at the time of writing: 
• Community Engagement Committee – A subcommittee very close to my heart, the CEC attended 38 events (including 

four schools), engaging with 334 children and 550 adults. This equated to 384+ hours of volunteer time. The events also 
attracted $4,476 in income for the Branch (including sales and attendance fees). 

• The Advocacy Subcommittee has been working tirelessly for bird conservation through their lobbying and submission 
writing activities. This has included writing 60+ submissions to various WA State and Commonwealth agencies highlighting 
inappropriate policies and developments that often include clearing of important bird habitat. The Advocacy team also write 
letters, attend meetings with politicians and developers alike and contribute to alliances within the conservation sector all 
with the intention of halting the declines in species populations in Western Australia. 

• The Western Australia Bird Conservation Network (WABCN) has continued with quarterly townhall meetings among the 
regional and affiliated groups; members undertook first aid training for regional groups (thanks to funding from the 
Commonwealth Government of Australia); WABCN volunteers also participated in the Second Walpole Wilderness BioBlitz 
held in October 2022.

• Australasian Bitterns WA Subcommittee volunteers surveyed 13 wetlands with audio equipment, followed by another round 
of surveys in 20 wetlands. They supported the Eungedup wetland campaign which seeks to raise funds to purchase important 
habitat for the species in between Albany and Denmark. The subcommittee also contributed to the WA Australasian Bittern 
Recovery Team and continues to produce the BirdLife WA Calendar which funds much of the subcommittee’s efforts. 

• The Sales subcommittee are excited to welcome a new WA species to join the greeting card collection (White-breasted 
Robin), and they attended highly successful events including the BirdLife Bird Fest and the Lake Herdsman Wildlife Show and 
Exhibition at the Herdsman Lake Discovery Centre ($1000+ income per event).  

While this is not an exhaustive list of the achievements of the Branch (there are many volunteers doing their bit where they 
can), you can see there are some truly incredible efforts being undertaken by a relatively small group of people. It is important 
that these champions for birds are given the credit and acknowledgement they so deserve. I for one appreciate the many hours 
invested and often kilometres travelled (nod to the GWW subcommittee) by these people that continue to do so much for birds.  
Speaking of champions, as I exit as Convenor, I would like to pay huge respect to my fellow Coordinating Committee members 
(Viv Read, Betty Bryant, Alasdair Bulloch and Graeme Sheppard) and of course the Branch office manager, Christine Shaw. 
You have all been such a huge support to me this last year and I have enjoyed the time I have spent with each of you. I would 
particularly like to thank Viv and Betty, as the Deputy Convenors, helping and encouraging me to navigate some oftentimes 
challenging times. I am indebted to you both. 
All the best BirdLife WA - Looking forward to continuing to be a voice for birds alongside you all! 

Dr Rochelle Steven 
Convenor, BirdLife Western Australia

FAREWELL 'MONTHLY MEETINGS' AND WELCOME 'BIRDLIFE WA SPEAKER NIGHTS'! 
At the November Monthly Meeting it was announced that Brendan Kinsella was stepping down from coordinating the Monthly 
Meetings. We are grateful for the enormous effort and contribution Brendan has made during his time as coordinator for these 
meetings and wish him all the best exploring other opportunities to contribute to nature appreciation and bird conservation 
activities. Since that time, despite a widely circulated invitation, we have not had any volunteers come forward to secure 
monthly speakers and coordinate the logistics of Monthly Meetings in their previous format. The Coordinating Committee 
discussed this at the Coordinating Committee Meeting on the 6th Feb and resolved to change the name to 'BirdLife WA 
Speaker Night'. Commencing from the time of the BirdLife WA AGM on 27th February, we will have a speaker night on the 
following dates - 27/2/23, 22/5/23, 28/8/23 and 27/11/23. There may be additional speaker nights scheduled as speaker 
opportunities arise, and these will be communicated where appropriate, however we can only commit to the above dates at 
present.
Please note that the BirdLife WA Calendar for 2023 presently has dates printed for other months as per previous years. Please 
disregard these dates and plan for those given above. 

Dr Rochelle Steven
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DOOLEY GIFT 2023 
In 2021, we were all excited to learn of the Doley family’s 
donation of a significant amount of money to be used for the 
benefit of WA birds. In recognition of Alison and John’s passion 
for conservation in the WA agricultural zone, the money 
has been dedicated to restoring habitat for threatened and 
declining woodland birds in WA. 
Alison Doley and her husband John farmed on Koobabbie 
at Waddi Forest, south-east of Coorow. They were well 
recognised for innovative conservation farming practices. 
Alison took significant action locally, including on their 
property, for biodiversity conservation. While her primary 
passion was botanical, she had a strong interest in birds, and 
in particular, Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos. 
The BirdLife Board and Development Committee are excited 
to support BirdLife Australia’s Bird Conservation Strategy with 
the Doley Family’s generous gift. Addressing the systemic 
drivers of native bird decline is a key focus of the strategy, 
and the Board has decided to focus the Doley family donation 
on a high integrity Nature-based Solutions project in WA. This 
project will use the growing Carbon market to reward local 
landholders for protecting and restoring native bird habitat on 
their property.
Such an amount of money carries considerable responsibility, 
and in the latter half of 2021 an advisory committee was 
established to ensure the project achieves strong benefits 
for WA birds. The advisory committee includes Paul Sullivan, 
CEO BirdLife Australia; Mandy and Mike Bamford, well known 
ecologists based in WA; Rochelle Steven, convenor of WA 
branch of BirdLife WA; Betty Bryant, deputy convenor of 
WA branch; Naomi Le Get, Doley family representative; 
Tegan Douglas, WA Woodland Birds Projects Coordinator; 

Ines Pereda, WA Birds on Farms Project Coordinator; and 
Lachlan Dawson, BirdLife Australia Nature Climate Solutions 
Manager. The group will draw on experience from existing 
BirdLife Australia projects, explore key restoration partners 
and engage with the local community to support and grow the 
project’s influence moving forward. 
The Doley Family donation is a great opportunity to achieve 
large-scale change, and detailed planning is underway to 
maximise its impact. At the most recent meeting, BirdLife 
CEO Paul Sullivan reiterated the aim to create a project that 
would be an example of best practice for restoration of land, 
enhancement of biodiversity and protection of woodland birds. 
This project intends to become a pilot for future restoration 
of biodiversity in the agricultural zone. Birdlife Australia’s WA 
team is also developing the Birds on Farms program, funded 
through a State NRM grant. The Doley project will strongly 
complement the Birds on Farms program as it works with the 
local community to restore habitat for woodland birds. 
The next step is to review past work done, liaise with potential 
partners working on agricultural zone revegetation in WA to 
ensure maximum impact for our project and to start looking 
at possible areas of focus. Interestingly, Naomi Le Get (Alison 
Doley's niece) stated that the family did not feel the money 
needed to be tied to the immediate vicinity of the family 
farm of Alison and John Doley. She said the most important 
criterion was that it should be used for maximum benefit for 
the birds in WA; if there was an area which would clearly 
deliver significant benefits, that should be the area of focus. 

Betty Bryant
BirdLife WA Coordinating Committee 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 2022
CITATION
Alma de Rebeira
Eyre Bird Observatory

Alma de Rebeira, Member since 1969. Alma’s calm strength and fortitude are always 
used to great effect in her commitment (as a volunteer) to bird conservation and 
appreciation. She reaches people of all ages and walks of life. 
Alma has been and continues to be a vital part of the management of Eyre Bird 
Observatory, as committee member since 1996 chairing the Management Committee 
since 2006. Alma oversaw the crucial transition from Wardens to volunteer Caretakers 
at Eyre Bird Observatory ensuring that the Observatory remained open. There are also 
many other aspects to the management of the Bird Observatory that she oversees 
including sourcing the volunteer caretakers, the courses and their leaders, bird 
surveys, implementation of the Eyre Bird Observatory - Former Eyre Telegraph Station 
- Conservation Plan for the Heritage Listed building and adapting operations to the 
challenges of Climate Change and COVID-19.
Alma has also contributed to bird conservation through banding, and to environmental 
education as a Councillor, and life member of WA Gould League. Alma has dedicated her 
life to bird conservation and education.
Alma is a life member of BirdLife Australia and was bestowed an honour of OAM for 
ornithology.
Alma has produced two books “Eyre’s Sand Patch to Eyre Bird Observatory - A 
compilation of Memories Reminiscences and Stories” and “Birds of Eyre - An Annotated 
List”. She also produces the quarterly newsletter “Eyre Waves” for the Friends of Eyre 
group. Rochelle Steven with Alma de Rebeira 

at BirdLife WA AGM
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ADVOCACY SUBCOMMITTEE
A voice for Western Australian birds. You too can be a voice. 

BirdLife WA’s Advocacy Subcommittee worked tirelessly in 
2022 to conserve birds in Western Australia. 
Our focus was the threat to our birds from land clearing and 
habitat degradation. 
We lodged over 50 submissions outlining our concerns and 
recommendations for clearing proposals and development 
projects that were brought before the Department of Water 
and Environmental Regulation (DWER), the Department of 
Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety (DMIRS), the Western 
Australian Environmental Protection Authority (EPA), the 
Western Australian Office of the Appeals Convenor, and 
the federal Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water (DCCEEW). 
We worked on campaigns aimed at realising good outcomes 
for birds. These included campaigns to protect Julimar State 
Forest in a national park; save the banksia woodland at 
Erindale Road from clearing; reduce the impact of bauxite 
mining on birds and Jarrah forests in the Darling Range; 
slow the harvest of pine trees in Gnangara to ensure enough 
foraging habitat for Black Cockatoos in the Perth-Peel 
region; save the wonderful Cocanarup Timber Reserve near 
Ravensthorpe from mining; and reduce the use of second-
generation anti-coagulant rodenticides. 
We responded to calls by the State Government to comment 
on environmental management plans proposed for Western 
Australia. 
We formed alliances with other like-minded organisations, 
including Urban Bush Council, Conservation Council of Western 
Australia, The Wilderness Society, The Wildflower Society, 
Cocanarup Conservation Alliance, Fire and Biodiversity 
Western Australia, Friends of Erindale Road Bushland, WA 
Forest Alliance, and Helena and Aurora Range Advocates. 
We met with the proponents of clearing proposals and 
development projects; urged our politicians and shire 
councillors to value and protect our natural heritage; and 
encouraged the community to voice their opinion to our 
decision-makers. 
All this work was carried out by members of the Advocacy 
Subcommittee with incredible support from the BirdLife staff 
and a key BirdLife supporter. 
I cannot thank Viv Read, Sam Rycken, David Newsome, 
Merryn Pryor, Christine Shaw, and Tegan Douglas enough. 
They volunteered their time, expertise, skills, passion, and 
enthusiasm for our birds. They have been amazing. 
The good news is that their efforts are making a difference. 
We can sense a shift in attitude towards our native vegetation. 
The long-held attitude by our decision-makers that our native 
vegetation is there to be cleared and exploited is slowly being 
replaced by a more contemporary and sympathetic attitude 
of appreciation and value. Some clearing applications – that 
would probably have been granted in the past – were rejected 
by government departments. 
In 2023, we will speak out against the processes threatening 
our birds and biodiversity: land clearing and habitat 
degradation, climate change, fire, pollution, invasive alien 
species, and overexploitation of natural resources.  
We will remain focused on land clearing and habitat 
degradation. We are gravely concerned by the pace at which 
our native vegetation in the south-west of Western Australia 
is disappearing. The threat from mining to Julimar State 
Forest, Cocanarup Timber Reserve, and our Northern Jarrah 
forest, banksia woodlands, and sandplain heaths highlights the 
unrelenting push to clear. 
We will advocate to reduce land clearing and instead realise 

net-habitat gain for our threatened birds; advocate for 
government legislation and regulation that protects habitats 
and birds; urge the government and our decision makers to 
value our native vegetation, our unique biodiversity, and our 
natural heritage; oppose clearing and development proposals 
that have a significant and adverse impact on birds; support 
the sustainable and equitable use of natural resources; and 
encourage the community to enjoy and value our natural 
heritage. 
As is BirdLife tradition, our advocacy work will be evidence-
based. It will be founded on science, knowledge, and sound 
reasoning. 
However, evidence alone has never changed legislation 
or government thinking, stopped a clearing proposal or 
development project, or saved a bird species. It also requires 
community support. 
This is where the support from you – our members and 
supporters – comes into play. 
There is certainly a lot you can do, should you also feel 
compelled to be a voice for birds in Western Australia. 
Why not contact the Advocacy Subcommittee; share your 
knowledge, skills, and experience with us; join one of our 
campaigns; make a submission to DWER, DMIRS, the EPA 
or DCCEEW; meet with your local Member of Parliament; 
write a letter to a politician; or continue to enter your bird 
observations in Birdata? 
The Advocacy Subcommittee thanks all our members and 
supporters that have ever advocated for Western Australian 
birds. Your efforts are our inspiration. 
Together, we can all be a voice for Western Australian birds. 

Mark Henryon, Chair, BirdLife WA Advocacy 
Subcommittee

Quiz Night with Prizes

BirdLife WA and Wildflowrer Society WA 

combined event 

When: May 11th Thursday 7:30pm 

Where: Tamala room Eco Centre Perry Lakes 
Drive 

Tickets: $20 per table (4-6 persons) 

Save the date! 

Come and enjoy the fun!
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REVAMP A COCKY NEST PROJECT 
Following on from the success of our Adopt a Cocky Nest 
project, BirdLife once again partnered with Hesperia to run our 
Revamp a Cocky Nest project in 2022.  
While there is currently a big focus in the community 
and conservation industry on installing new artificial nest 
hollows for black-cockatoos to aid in their breeding efforts, 
the maintenance and repair of existing artificial hollows is 
commonly overlooked. Maintenance of existing artificial 
hollows is critical to ensure they remain viable options for 
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoos. Over time the woodchip floors in 
the bottom of the hollows decay and compact. If the level of 
woodchips gets too low, Carnaby’s can chew the base of the 
hollow, which can cause any eggs or chicks to fall through 
holes in the base. Low woodchip levels can also create a gap 
between the hollow floor and the bottom of the ladder. This 
can make it difficult for the Carnaby’s to climb out, as well 
as any other species that may use the hollow. The sacrificial 
chewing posts also need replacing every couple of years as 
they are chewed up by the Carnaby’s as they create their 
own woodchips to line the nest hollow. Hence, if they fall into 
disrepair then they not only become unsuitable for nesting, 
but also become dangerous for black-cockatoos and other 
animals that may try to use them. 
Therefore, we turned our efforts to fundraising for some 
vital repairs and maintenance to be carried out at 
an important breeding ground in Newdegate. It was 
noticed during the previous breeding season that 
many of the thirty artificial hollows in this location 
desperately needed some maintenance and repairs for 
them to remain viable breeding options for Carnaby’s. 
Once again our call for donations was answered and in 
July 2022 Australian Black-Cockatoo Specialists were 
engaged to carry out the nest hollow renovations. 
During the maintenance –  
• Up to 60 litres of wood chips were used to top up 

each of the 30 artificial hollows with a total of 1503 
litres used 

• New sacrificial posts were replaced in artificial 
hollows, ladders were refastened and post brackets 
were relocated where required 

• All trees, hollows and fixings were inspected to 
ensure all hollows were returned to peak condition. 

As part of the Revamp a Cocky Nest project a water 
trough was installed to provide a permanent, fresh 
water source for the Carnaby’s to maximise breeding 
success. In the past there has been the threat of the 
dams on the property drying up in particularly dry 
years. If this were to happen, it is likely that most 
breeding attempts would fail, as water close to nesting 
hollows is essential for the male and female to be able 
to provision themselves during the nesting period. 
The water trough was installed a short distance 
away from the farmhouse and sheds to minimise 
disturbance. It is in an area that is fenced off from 
livestock, to minimise disturbance as well as keep the 
trough and water clean. The trough is connected to 
water tanks on the property and will remain topped 
up to ensure the continual supply of water. Since the 
water trough was installed, workers on the farm have 
observed the Carnaby’s congregating around it and 
drinking from it on multiple occasions. 

Following the nest hollow repairs, BirdLife staff returned in 
October to monitor the hollows using a CockyCam - a camera 
attached to a telescopic pole via a flexible arm. Results were 
very encouraging, with 20 hollows containing Carnaby’s at 
various stages of breeding. The oldest chick was roughly 
three weeks old. The fact that we encountered several nests 
with only one egg, indicates the possibility that they had 
just been laid and the females were yet to lay a second egg. 
Some of the inactive nests may have become occupied later 
in the season. Sometimes if a pair is unsuccessful in breeding 
early in the season then they may try to breed a second time 
and produce a second clutch, so prospecting and egg-laying 
into November is common. Next year we are planning two 
monitoring sessions, one in October and one in December, 
to monitor fledging success as well as breeding attempts. As 
chicks get older the likelihood that they will fledge successfully 
increases, so monitoring the hollows later in the year will tell 
us how many chicks have survived and are likely to fledge, as 
well as detecting any later breeding attempts. 
Thank you to all our generous donors, Australian Black-
Cockatoo Specialists, the Kennedy family and project partner 
Hesperia, without whom this project wouldn’t be possible.  

Merryn Pryor 
WA Black-Cockatoo Coordinator 

 

    

Join us for the 
Great Cocky Count 
2 April 2023 

 

 

 

 
BLACK-COCKATOOS NEED 

YOUR HELP! 
Join us as we carry out our annual survey of black-
cockatoos across southwest WA to gain a better 
understanding of population size of these unique and 
threatened species.  

It’s simple, fun and every survey counts! 

WHEN: Sunday 2 April at sunset 
(5.30 - 7pm in Perth, other locations may vary) 

WHERE: a cockatoo ‘night roost’ near you 
(Participants are allocated a roost close to home)  

FOUND A ROOST SITE? 
Roost sites are places where black-cockatoos come to 
rest at night. We need to find as many as possible, for 
both white-tailed and red-tailed cockies. Call or email 
to tell us about it! 
 

                    FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 

            Great Cocky Count Coordinator 
                 E greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au 

                        P 0424 735 770 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

REGISTER ONLINE AT: 
https://birdlife.org.au/events/great-

cocky-count/ 

Please be aware registrations 
close 3 weeks before the event 

(Sunday 12 March) 
 

The Great Cocky Count is supported by 

funding from the Alcoa Foundation 
 

Photos: Keith Lightbody 
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GREAT WESTERN WOODLANDS: PROPOSED AUTUMN SURVEYS FOR 2023 
The Great Western Woodlands is the largest intact temperate woodland on the planet. Our surveys will help to keep it that way! 
Dundas Nature Reserve - April 10 - 14. The Dundas survey 
route follows the line of the old Telegraph Track through salt 
lakes, woodlands and shrublands. Various camping spots 
may be found plus relics of the old days of the telegraph line. 
Interesting birds recorded here include Australian Bustard, 
Black-eared Cuckoo, Western Yellow Robin and Copperback 
Quail-thrush. This area has hosted a large number of raptors, 
from kestrels, harriers and kites, to eagles, as well as up to 
fifteen different species of honeyeaters when flowering occurs. 
NOTE: At the western end of the Telegraph Track there is 
a steep, loose, rocky section up or down the breakaway to 
negotiate for those with heavy rigs. We already have a 
group of five people willing to do the Dundas Survey. If 
another two would like to join them it would make four 
vehicles which would be ideal. 

Frank Hann/ Peak Charles - April 27 – 29 (30th to 
travel either home or on to Cave Hill for those wishing 
to survey further). Low heathland greets the surveyor on 
entering Frank Hann from Lake King. As one travels east the 
vegetation changes to Allocasuarina shrubland, Salmon Gum 
woodland and mallee. There is a pleasant campsite at Lilian 
Stokes Rock at survey point FH4, and a small public campsite 
at the eastern end near Peak Charles. Twelve species of raptor 
could be seen, as well as five species of night bird and many 
different honeyeaters. Malleefowl and the eastern subspecies 
of the Western Rosella have been recorded. Other possibilities 
include Rufous Fieldwren and Southern Scrub-robin amongst 
others. Further exploration south east of Frank Hann is 
possible when in that area, visiting Lake Magenta Nature 
Reserve and/or Lake Grace. 

Cave Hill - May 1 - 4. Cave Hill is a fascinating mix of 
Salmon and Gimlet woodland, as well as eucalyptus, mallee 
and grass tree shrubland. Cave Hill itself is a complex of large 
rocks with accompanying dense shrubby growth and tall trees. 
Other interesting large rock formations like McDermid Rock 
and Victoria Rock are like a magnet to interesting and unusual 
bush birds. All three of these rocks have camp sites, tables 
and toilets. Some interesting species seen in this area in the 
past include Malleefowl, Shy Heathwren, Gilbert’s Whistler, 
Chestnut (Copperback) Quail-thrush and Western Rosella. The 
condition of the tracks in this area can vary due to rain, and 
some may have thick bush encroaching. The Cave Hill survey 
can easily be combined with the following Jilbadji survey, both 
of which can be entered from and exited to the Great Eastern 
Highway. 

Jilbadji Nature Reserve - May 5 - 8. Jilbadji has a range 
of habitats varying from woodland to shrubland and spinifex. 
Three sheltered campsites and plenty of other camping spots 
are available. Malleefowl and Emu have been recorded, along 
with Blue-breasted Fairy-wren, Western Rosella and Southern 
Whiteface, plus twelve species of raptor. Lake Cronin is an 
ephemeral freshwater lake, which, when it has water in it, 
can host thousands of waterbirds, including Pink-eared Duck, 
Freckled Duck, grebes and herons. Picnic tables are available, 
but no camping is allowed at the lake.  
For further information contact Lorraine or Libby at gww@
birdlife.org.au. 

BirdLife WA Conservation Program, ctd
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METROPOLITAN BIRD GEOGRAPHY NO. 9 
This series is taking a new direction with this issue. Instead of examining one or two species per issue, we will look first at 
broader groups. Because Western Australian Bird Notes does not have the space to include more than two maps per issue, 
all maps will now be accessible online at https://bit.ly/3La9Aym. These maps will also include the text just as it is printed in 
WABN.  
Here we begin with one of the largest groups of land bird 
species – the raptors (diurnal birds of prey). These maps, 
based on records held in Birdata, indicate that most raptor 
species are well distributed across the metropolitan area. 
Their large home ranges result in low density, which lessens 
the chance of detecting species. However, this is partly 
compensated by their habitat of soaring or searching for 
prey well above the height of vegetation. The difficulty lies 
in assessing the status of each species because it is most 
usual to encounter just one individual of a species during an 
excursion or during the course of travel. Is an individual a 
vagrant, a seasonal visitor, or one of a pair of nesting birds? 
Occasionally large numbers of some species are encountered 
at well-studied sites (e.g. Herdsman Lake). It is clear that 
movements within, out of, and into the metropolitan area are 
imperfectly understood.  
The most recent synthesis of available information is that of 
Glen Storr and Ron Johnstone (1988), but this covers the 
entire Swan Coastal Plain and it is sometimes difficult to 
extract information relevant only to the Perth metropolitan 
region. More recent reports are hyperlocal in their focus: 
Curry (1981); Porter (1985); How and Dell (1990); Stranger 
(1993, 1998, 2008, 2011, 2014a,b); Jones and Gole (2003); 
Maddeford (2003); Brooker (2004); Gole (2004, 2006); 
James (2006), Agar (2008); Abbott and Owen (2017); Recher 
(2022), and Abbott (unpublished). All have been consulted in 
the preparation of these notes. However, few of these sources 
report breeding by raptors on these well-studied sites.  
According to Birdata, 18 raptor species have been recorded 
in recent decades in the Perth metropolitan region. For most 
species, it is not definitely known which of them nested in the 
metropolitan region when it was in its native dress. Nowadays 
14 species are still known to breed in this region. Note 
that ‘Breeding Activity’ as shown in the maps incorporates 
observed behaviour including nest building, adults on nests, 
eggs or chicks observed, adults carrying food to a likely nest, 
and distraction displays (swooping).  
Osprey. Most records are unsurprisingly along the coast and 
rivers, with a few around lakes. Breeding sites have been 
detailed by Singor (2019, 2021a, 2022). This species has 
become increasingly common on the mainland around Perth 
since 1980 (Singor 2021a).  
White-bellied Sea-Eagle. Mostly recorded around lakes. 
Eleven breeding records, with the majority at Lake Joondalup, 
and Herdsman, North, and Bibra Lakes.  
Wedge-tailed Eagle. Mostly recorded around lakes, 
otherwise scattered records in the eastern sector of the Swan 
Coastal Plain. Breeding recorded at Whiteman Park in 1997 
and 1999.  
Little Eagle. Widely reported, but only one record of breeding 
in Birdata. Evidently not present before 1929, which is when 
rabbits established in the region (Storr and Johnstone 1988). 
Breeding also reported in unspecified reserves within the City 
of Wanneroo LGA. At North Lake, an irregular spring-summer 
visitor (Maddeford 2003).  
Whistling Kite. Often reported, with most records around 
lakes and along rivers. Numerous reports of breeding, 
including at Ron Courtney Island, Ascot (Singor 2022), Lakes 
Joondalup, Goollelal, Gwelup and Herdsman, North Lake and 
in unspecified reserves within the City of Wanneroo LGA. At 
North Lake, reported as mainly an autumn visitor (Maddeford 
2003). Regarded by Serventy (1948) as the ‘commonest of the 

large hawks’. Not recorded in Kings Park after 1936 (Recher 
2022).  
Black Kite. Few records in Birdata. Regarded by Storr and 
Johnstone (1988) as a very rare and infrequent visitor, with 
one irruption in 1952. A few other recent records (WAUBS): 
Mitchell Freeway (9/10), Leederville (8/17), Baldivis (7/19), 
and Mt Claremont (2/21).  
Square-tailed Kite. Very few records west of the foothills. 
Regarded by Storr and Johnstone as a visitor.  
Black-breasted Buzzard. Only record (WAUBS) is of a 
singleton at Nowergup (4/18).  
Swamp Harrier. Mostly recorded around lakes and along 
rivers where it feeds on waterfowl. At North Lake reported as 
a visitor mainly in autumn, with a mating display observed in 
December 2001 (Maddeford 2003). Observations of breeding 
behaviour have been reported at North Lake, Herdsman and 
Forrestdale Lakes. Only six reports of breeding.  
Spotted Harrier. Very few records. Regarded by Storr and 
Johnstone (1988) as a rare visitor, mainly from January to 
June.  
Brown Goshawk. Widespread; occurs in suburbia. Sixteen 
reports of breeding in Birdata. Other breeding records from 
Kings Park, Underwood Avenue Bushland, Cobb-Drabble 
Reserve (City Beach) and unspecified reserves within the City 
of Wanneroo LGA. This species will swoop on birdwatchers 
venturing too close to the nest tree. In the past when people 
kept poultry it was often shot (Serventy 1948).  
Collared Sparrowhawk. Widespread but often difficult to 
separate females from male goshawks. At North Lake an 
uncommon visitor, though a pair-bonding display was observed 
in July 1996 and 2002. Only five breeding reports. In the past 
when people kept aviaries it was often shot (Serventy 1948).  
Black-shouldered Kite. Widely reported, mostly in coastal 
dunes, along rivers, and around lakes. Regarded by Storr and 
Johnstone (1988) as mostly an autumn-winter visitor, with 
occasional irruptions. At North Lake, an uncommon visitor 
but a mating display was seen in June 1981 (Maddeford 
2003). Regarded by Serventy (1948) as an irruptive species. 
At Herdsman Lake, a fledged juvenile seen in October 1980 
(Curry 1981). Eleven breeding reports.  
Oriental Honey-buzzard. Visitor from Asia, November-
January. Most records at Lake Joondalup; occasional at 
Herdsman Lake, Bold Park, and North Lake.  
Nankeen Kestrel. Widespread. Breeding reported from 
13 sites in Birdata, as well as in several locations along the 
Swan and Canning Rivers, Herdsman Lake, and in unspecified 
reserves within the City of Wanneroo and City of Armadale 
LGAs. In the 1940s this species was regarded as ‘our 
commonest hawk’ (Serventy 1948).  
Brown Falcon. Few records, and only one of breeding. More 
common before the 1940s (Serventy 1948).  
Black Falcon. There are no records in Birdata, and hence 
no map. Storr and Johnstone (1988) regard it as a very rare 
visitor (2 records).  
Australian Hobby. Widely distributed; occurring in suburbs. 
Thirteen breeding reports in Birdata. Breeding reported at 
Lake Monger in a Norfolk Island pine. At North Lake a visitor, 
mostly during winter (Maddeford 2003).  
Eurasian Hobby. Vagrant. Recorded (WAUBS) at Herdsman 
Lake (11/21) and North Lake (12/20, 12/21, 1/22). Further 
details in Greatwich (2019) and Singor (2021b).  
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Peregrine Falcon. Occurring widely in the region, though 
most records are around lakes and along rivers. This species 
is known to breed on a balcony in an apartment tower in 
Crawley, on ledges of skyscrapers in the Perth CBD, and at 
Whiteman Park. No breeding records in Birdata.  
We hope that these maps and our interpretation of them will 
stimulate readers to share their observations of breeding and 
habitat preferences of any raptor species in the next edition of 
WABN.  
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Adopt a Cocky Nest Update
Adopt a Cocky Nest started in 2021 to raise money to 
purchase and install artificial hollows in known breeding 
locations. BirdLife and other black-cockatoo experts 
recommend against the installation of artificial hollows on 
the Swan Coastal Plain, particularly in the Perth metro area, 
because Carnaby’s -
• Haven’t historically bred in these locations, 
• Face increased risks from car strike, raven attack and 

human disturbance if they were to breed there, and 
• Have rarely made use of artificial hollows that have been 

installed in these locations in past years – instead the 
hollows have remained empty or have been inhabited by 
other species such as Galahs. 

This project allowed people who were unable to install hollows 
in their own neighbourhood the opportunity to support 
breeding habitat in more appropriate breeding locations. As 
a result of our fundraising efforts 39 artificial hollows were 
installed on private properties within the Bullsbrook, Bindoon 
and Chittering areas, which are well known Carnaby’s breeding 
locations.  

Last year was the second breeding season since the hollows 
had been installed. BirdLife Australia and Carnaby’s Crusaders 
staff monitored the hollows in November. Carnaby’s were 
breeding in six of them, three with one or two eggs, one with 
a chick and two with both an egg and chick. The chicks ranged 
from four days old to seven weeks old.  
It was great to see that another artificial hollow has become 
active and is being used by Carnaby’s for breeding for the 
first time. This is in addition to the same five artificial hollows 
that had breeding recorded in them last year. Hopefully, over 
time, the Carnaby’s will continue to discover the remaining 
artificial hollows and make use of them. There are records of 
artificial hollows being installed for 10 years before they were 
discovered and used by breeding Carnaby’s for the first time. 
Many thanks once again to all of our wonderful donors, as well 
as the private property owners hosting the tubes and allowing 
us continued access to their land to monitor the nests. A big 
thankyou also to project partners Hesperia and Carnaby’s 
Crusaders for their ongoing support of the project

Merryn Pryor
WA Black-Cockatoo Coodinator

BirdLife WA Conservation Projects



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 185 March 2023 Page 15

Store Locations
230 Stirling St, Perth. T (08) 9328 4405
324 Murray St, Perth. T (08) 9225 5966

Shop online at www.cameraelectronic.com.au

Get in Touch
Enquiries 08 9428 7200 or
sales@cameraelectronic.com.au

SPECIAL OFFERS 
FOR MEMBERS
MENTION 'BIRDLIFE' WHEN YOU ORDER
10% off all bags, and tripods
Bonus lens cloth with any lens or binoculars
10% off all rental equipment



Page 16 Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 185 March 2023

BirdLife WA Conservation Projects, ctd

Alcoa Community Black-Cockatoo Recovery 
Project Update 
With the start of the new year, most of our time is once again 
focused on preparations for the Great Cocky Count. The Great 
Cocky Count is a citizen-science survey, and the biggest 
single survey for black-cockatoos in Western Australia. On 
one evening each autumn, volunteers monitor known roost 
sites and count black-cockatoos as they arrive in the evening 
to roost overnight. Records submitted from across the South 
West provide a snapshot of black-cockatoo populations, 
helping us quantify changes in their numbers. 
The thirteenth Great Cocky Count will take place on the 
evening of Sunday 2nd April. Registrations are still open 
but close soon on Sunday March 12th. Register at https://
birdlife.org.au/events/great-cocky-count/ now to confirm your 
participation and avoid disappointment! In the lead-up to the 
count each year, we ask people to keep an eye out for roost 
sites, which helps us plan the upcoming count. If you know 
of a black-cockatoo night roost near you that is not currently 
included, or you are unsure whether it is currently included, in 
the GCC, then we would love to hear from you! Please email 
greatcockycount@birdlife.org.au with the details. 
We have been busy conducting workshops around the 
southwest and Perth metropolitan area to promote 
participation in the Great Cocky Count and raise awareness 
about black-cockatoos. There may still be several workshops 
yet to come. For details head to https://birdlife.org.au/
events/.  
The results from the 2022 Alcoa Foundation Spring Cocky 
Count, held on the 9th October, have now been collated. 65 
sites were surveyed across the Greater Perth Peel Region. 
Despite this being the same number of sites as last year, 
approximately 300 more Forest Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos 
were counted than the previous year (1,222 in 2022 compared 
to 921 in 2021). We were interested in seeing what the 
numbers of FRTBCs would be like during the Spring count last 
year, as the count of FRTBCs in the April GCC was the lowest 
it had been since 2016. However, despite the very low April 
count, the numbers in Spring continued to rise with the 2022 
October count resulting in the greatest number of birds since 
the count began in 2018. Of the 1,222 FRTBCs counted, 73% 
were recorded on the Northern Darling Scarp and Plateau, 
while the rest were recorded at sites on the Swan Coastal 
Plain.  
BirdLife staff are also currently liaising with orchardists and 
conducting site visits in the Dwellingup and Jarrahdale areas 
regarding a new trial using lasers in orchards to deter black-
cockatoos from feeding on, and damaging, different types of 
fruit crops. The forest black-cockatoo recovery plan specifies 
one of the recovery actions as “Determine and promote non-
lethal means of mitigating fruit damage by Baudin’s Cockatoo 
in orchards.” It is hoped that if the lasers prove successful 
in deterring black-cockatoos from orchards, this will provide 
another useful and humane tool the fruit-growing industry can 
use to protect their crops. We will provide more updates as the 
trial progresses. 
The Alcoa Community Black-Cockatoo Recovery Project is 
supported by the Alcoa Foundation. 

Merryn Pryor
WA Black-Cockatoo Coordinator

‘Birds of the Wheatbelt’ Project 
A new project is about to be launched in WA. ‘Birds of the 
Wheatbelt’ will be commencing surveys, possibly after 2024, in 
reserves and remnant bushland throughout the wheatbelt. It 
will offer complementary data to our long-running ‘Birds of the 

Great Western Woodlands’ project.
By comparing the extensive and largely intact habitats of the 
GWW with the fragmented and much reduced bush areas 
remaining in the wheatbelt we hope to become much better 
informed about bird populations in the area, their needs and 
how ongoing conservation might be better managed.
The project involves the identification of bird survey sites 
that are in close proximity to six towns in the wheatbelt 
(Quairading, Muckinbudin, Koorda, Merredin, Hyden and Lake 
King), and the provision of information to people wishing to 
undertake bird surveys at these sites.
As part of the project, BirdLife volunteers will be demarcating 
individual survey sites. With no specific grant having been 
allocated, much will depend on other sources of funding. The 
‘Birds of the Wheatbelt’ project has been given approval by the 
BirdLife WA executive committee to use the government ‘Cash 
for Containers’ scheme to raise funds. Funding that has been 
raised through this scheme will be utilized on practical aspects 
of the project, such as the purchase of pegs for the survey 
sites and the printing of brochures and maps.
Every BirdLife member can contribute. Using 
the scheme is simplicity itself. Collect eligible 
containers and when convenient, return them 
to a collection point near you. 
One of the codes shown right will be read at 
the collection point to identify your containers 
for the BirdLife WA account. Simple.
Go to the website to find a collection point near 
you. Enter your postcode. The closest ones will 
be shown.
https://www.containersforchange.com.au/wa

Maris Latvian

Rottnest Island Shorebird Survey, 21-22 
January 2023
Rottnest Island is heavily promoted as a tourist resort, a 
place to take a Quokka selfie, a place for fun and all sorts 
of water activities. Fortunately the big number of visitors on 
the island does not appear to be impacting the well protected 
birdlife. Following other annual summer surveys that have 
been conducted on Rottnest Island (e.g. Mather 2020), the 
summer (January-February) 2023 survey in which 12 BirdLife 
volunteers participated, produced some interesting results. 
Successful Red-tailed Tropicbird breeding occurred on the 
island in 2021, 2022 and was reported to BirdLife WA on the 
7th of October 2022. This record was confirmed with one well 
developed Red-tailed Tropicbird chick in the nest and one adult 
observed leaving the nest site during the survey period. A 
Red-necked Phalarope was seen by all the volunteers, and it 
obligingly stayed in the same site whilst we were there. This is 
an infrequent summer migrant to the island, last recorded in 
2017. The abundance of Red-necked Stint (2305) far exceeded 
the number counted in previous years (Table 1). 

Shorebird results 
Shorebird data results of individual birds counted indicated 
the value of the island for shorebirds with the continuing 
upward population trend. The overall population, including 
8680 Banded Stilts, was 14121. Without Banded Stilts, the 
population increased from 4228 in 2021 to 5541 in 2023 
(Figure 1). 
The Fairy Tern breeding colony was significant as this species 
does not always successfully fledge chicks on the island. It had 
been recorded breeding on the island in recent weeks and 691 
birds were counted with 165 nests comprising adults on eggs, 
with newly hatched chicks and young being fed. Observed 
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courting behaviour in the three day survey period suggested 
continued nesting. Fairy Tern nesting had been unsuccessful 
in many of the south-west sites earlier in the breeding 
season, so it is suggested that this late breeding event on the 
island is birds attempting a second breeding.

Shorebird Abundance 
The greatest shorebird abundance and greatest abundance 
overall on the lakes was recorded on the lakes Herschel, 
Pearse (5655) and Baghdad/Vincent/Negri/Pink complex 
(5409) with a species richness of 17 and 19 respectively. The 
northern and southern bays, the habitat for tern and gull 
species, had a species richness of 14 and 19 respectively, 
indicating plentiful food resources and a lack of significant 
disturbance.  
Silver Gull abundance had decreased to 291 compared with 
342 in 2022. This species predates on nesting shorebirds such 
as the threatened Fairy Tern. Silver Gull was recorded in most 
sites but the highest number was 118 between City of York 
and Longreach Bays – sites with scavenging opportunities. 
The Banded Stilt abundance (8680) suggested that as the 
inland breeding sites are drying up, this species is moving 
back to one of its non-breeding and summer refuge sites. 
Surveys since 2008 have shown a pattern of high abundance 
followed by fewer birds, for example 2008 (11866), 2009 
(10), 2013 (13109).  
Crested Tern had bred again successfully, with many juvenile 
birds, some still being fed.  
Australian Pied Oystercatcher abundance of 43 birds was 
higher than most years since 2008 but this is a species that 
probably has a resident population that is added to when 
conditions are favourable.  
Trans-equatorial migratory species 
The total of 2893 is the greatest abundance recorded since 
1998, showing a continued increasing trend (Table 1). Figure 
2 shows an increasing population trend for Red-necked Stint 
(2305) and Sanderling (346).  Ruddy Turnstone abundance 
(157) was commensurate with previous years. This small 
species uses both the lake edges and beach wrack and 
exposed reefs for foraging.

Shorebird habitat 
The continued protection of the lake system ensures a safe 
habitat for shorebirds, particularly the small trans-equatorial 
species in significant numbers, Red-necked Stint, Ruddy 
Turnstone and Sanderling. This suite of birds has all but 
disappeared from the Swan River estuary (Creed and Bailey 
2009; M. Bamford pers. comm.) and is under continual threat 

BirdLife WA Conservation Projects, ctd

Figure 1: Shorebird abundance on Rottnest Island without 
migratory Banded Stilts, 2008-2023.
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in the Peel/Harvey estuary system (Peel-Harvey Catchment 
Council 2009). Rottnest is an increasingly important habitat 
for these birds. The Rottnest Island Authority (RIA) is to be 
congratulated on the continued protection that the island 
provides. Where a site like Rottnest plays a vital role is that it 
provides both coastal and saline lakes, undisturbed habitats 
that are rich in the food needs of different shorebird species.  
BirdLife’s conservation program aims to reinvigorate and 
coordinate national shorebird population monitoring in 
Australia. Annual counts at over 150 key shorebird areas, of 
which Rottnest Island is one, are conducted in order to detect 
national population trends. Counts also inform the discovery 
of what is driving any population changes, both locally and 
throughout Australia. Whilst Rottnest Island may appear to be 
only about Western Australian tourism, it plays a vital role in 
the conservation of our shorebirds. 
Support from the BirdLife survey team is acknowledged and 
appreciated. The voluntary effort of the participants made 
this survey possible. The BirdLife members contributed an 
estimated 250 voluntary hours on this work. 
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(The full report of this survey is available at BirdLife WA)
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Letters to the Editors
The effectiveness of digital WABN 
Unlike some other correspondents to Western Australian Bird 
Notes (WABN), I was pleased to receive the digital version 
recently. It opened easily, I was able to skim through the 
contents, and I was able to file it away on my hard drive 
(safely backed-up) for future reference. Much easier than 
trying to squeeze it onto my over-loaded shelves. As usual, 
I felt a little sad that I am still too busy to attend any of the 
weekend excursions, but that is something to look forward to. 
However, WABN going digital isn’t a matter of the convenience 
to me; or, for that matter, the convenience or inconvenience 
to others. Whatever the current national slogan, BirdLife 
Australia is about the appreciation and conservation of birds. 
Therefore, the effectiveness (or otherwise) of WABN going 
digital can only be measured by what it achieves for birds. 
If the purpose of WABN is to communicate with members 
and to reach out to the broader community, then is a digital 
WABN (with a limited print run as hard copy still has a place) 
more effective than a hard copy WABN (with some digital 
circulation)? And how do we measure effectiveness?  
One measure is cost, as money not spent on printing WABN 
can be used elsewhere in the organisation. Another measure 
is communication; are members getting the information they 
need, and is information about BirdLife Australia getting out 
to the broader community? It is this latter metric that is of 
particular interest, as BirdLife Australia has long recognised 
that one of the greatest obstacles to conservation is lack of 
public awareness and support. Hopefully there is some sort of 
strategy in place to ensure that digital WABN reaches far into 
cyberspace, and that we have some way of measuring just 
how far that is. WABN going digital has clearly caused concern 
among some members, so we need to know that it was worth 
it. For the birds. 

Mike Bamford 

The future of WA Bird Notes 
I fully support the comments from Stella Stewart-Wynn and 
Frank O’Connor regarding the future of WA Bird notes. This is 
a publication by and for Western Australian members. We and 
we alone have the right to decide whether or not to produce a 
hard copy. 
In this context, the recent survey should have been mailed, 
not emailed to subscribers. Soliciting opinions by email is 
likely to have produced a biased response. 

David Free

English names for birds 
I was delighted to note that on page 33 of WABN 184, the 
correct English name of Lophochroa leadbeateri was used. 
In the December 2021 issue of Australian BirdLife we were 
advised that a committee would be formed to reconsider 
names that were “insensitive and threatening”. What a farce. 
I wrote to the editor, pointing out that scarce resources 
should be allocated to research and education. Because of the 
somewhat abrasive tone of my letter, I had no expectation 
that it would be published. I have no idea if my opinion was 
brought to the attention of management as I didn’t even get 
an acknowledgment. Anyway, in the June 2022 edition, they 
labelled Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo as “Pink Cockatoo”. 
You deserve congratulating for refusing to be bullied into 
following Melbourne’s foolishness. 

David Free

Members' Contributions
Avian Revenge 
It is surprising how few sightings occur in the world of bird 
observing. As with human life, the majority of these sightings 
are even, predictable and as usual. For change, humans go 
on holiday or any of a number of things. Birds similarly, they 
travel and play (though they do not seem to do anything 
as vacuous as jet skiing), and for the observer, something 
uncommon tends to be a new species in the area. However, 
despite over forty years of observing, I was surprised recently. 
Byrd NR contains a depression that fills with water each 
year, drained from surrounding country. Water depth usually 
reaches one metre. The swamp attracts Black Swan to 
nest. Up to four nests are constructed, and usually two are 
successful. This year's breeding season is virtually concluded, 
but a Black Swan pair with nearly fully developed cygnets 
were swimming about. 
Near the centre of the swamp is a now vacated Black Swan 
nest mound. A Little Pied Cormorant and a Little Black 
Cormorant were perched side by side on the mound. A Swamp 
Harrier (common in the area) appeared and circled slowly 
above. The harrier seemed determined to take over the 
cormorants’ perch and circled around the two cormorants, 
lower and lower, until they slipped off the mound to disappear 
under water. The Swamp Harrier then alighted on the mound. 
Shortly after, the Swamp Harrier was splashed by a 
considerable amount of water, kicked up by the two 
cormorants in concert, rising to the height of the perched 
harrier’s head. The cormorant feet could be seen. Each 

cormorant then kicked independently, first the Little Pied, 
then the Little Black, making three water showers in all. The 
Swamp Harrier remained regally unperturbed, but did deign 
to shake splashed water from its feathers. The cormorants, 
presumably avenged, vanished under water. 
I had never previously seen such an occurrence. 

Bruce Buchanan

Bird Art No. 8 
The north-western part of Subiaco was set aside as the 
Jolimont industrial area early last century. The Calyx Porcelain 
and Paint Company factory was constructed in 1905 and 
eventually became the largest porcelain factory in Australia. It 
closed (under a different name) in 2006. 
From 1946 to 1961, under the 
management of Bristile, the brand 
included ‘Wembley Ware’. This fancy 
ware has since become popular with 
collectors. One of its famous ceramic 
figurines was a kookaburra. 
In 1994 the WA Government 
decided to convert the area into high 
density housing as the ‘Subi Centro’ 
redevelopment project. It commissioned 
an oversized statue of a kookaburra, 

Kookaburra statue in Subiaco Photo by 
Ian Abbott 
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situated on a pedestal, inspired by the Wembley Ware design. 
This was sculpted by Susan Flavell. The bronze casting was 
erected in 2003 near the intersection of Rossello Lane and 
Laurino Terrace. 
The kookaburra was also used to decorate the ‘Kooka’ gas 
stove made by the Metters factory which was situated in 
Subiaco from 1911 to 1986. The stoves were enamelled in 
green and cream with a small kookaburra emblem on the oven 
door. 

Ian Abbott 
Editors’ note: The previous part in this series was in WABN 
184, 20.

Boobooks in the backyard 
On January 24th, about 10 o’clock at night, my daughter 
Madeline heard strange noises coming from our back garden. 
She took a torch to investigate and found three Southern 
Boobooks in our bottlebrush tree – an adult and two juveniles. 
The adult was feeding one of the young ones. By the time she 
had alerted me to ‘come quietly’ I was only able to see one of 
the juveniles. 
We have had Southern Boobooks in the garden before; in 
spring I sometimes hear one ‘cuckooing’ in a tree up the back, 
probably trying to contact a mate in Blue Gum Lake Reserve 
which is just across the road and where I have seen them a 
few times. 

Valerie Hemsley 

Fishing Grey-tailed Tattler 
On 4 January 2022, I was down at the Two Rocks marina and 
observed some interesting behaviour by a Grey-tailed Tattler. 
Lately inside the marina, there have been some large schools 
of small fish (fry) in the shallows. 
There, one of the Grey-tailed Tattlers had become quite adept 
at catching them, almost like a mini heron stalking then 
swallowing straight down. I haven’t seen this behaviour before 
and found it quite interesting. 

Martin Greenwood

Birds breeding at Centenary Park
I have been visiting Centenary Park for a number of years and 
kept records of the different birds breeding here. My records 
cover the period 2017 to 2022. 
Centenary Park in Belmont is a recreational park that has 
a large lake with a tree covered island, fringed by juncus, 
paperbarks, eucalypts, Weeping Willow trees and grassed 
areas (Fig. 1). The City of Belmont purchased Centenary 
Park in 1971 and the lake was named Mustica Lake to 
commemorate the previous owners. There is a small pond to 
the south-west of the park called Rae Gardens and a large 
sports oval to the west which were included in the surveys.
At Centenary Park, I recorded 27 breeding species that are 
listed in Table 1. A breeding record was considered valid when 
nest building, an occupied nest, nest with young or feeding 
recently fledged young was observed.
The surveys conducted at Centenary Park are unlikely to have 
identified all breeding species. Additional species likely to 
breed at Centenary Park are: Spotted Dove, Galah, Australian 

Ringneck, Rainbow Lorikeet, New Holland Honeyeater, Striated 
Pardalote and Weebill.
Late in the season some fully fledged, begging juveniles of 
Laughing Kookaburra, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, Little Corella 
and Australian Raven were seen in the park, in the company 
of adults, and were suspected to originate from surrounding 
areas. Rainbow Bee-eaters, possibly ones that breed at nearby 
Signal Hill Bushland, have been seen feeding fledged young in 
the trees surrounding the lake.
A number of birds such as Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, Rufous 
Whistler and Western Gerygone were heard during migration, 
while White-cheeked Honeyeater was seen in the surrounding 
residential gardens and in Centenary Park. Some incidental 
sightings made at Centenary Park are of Little Eagle, Swamp 
Harrier, Buff-banded Rail, Great Cormorant, Yellow-billed 
Spoonbill, Nankeen Night-Heron and Gilbert’s Honeyeater.
The maximum number of the Australian Shelduck counted 
at Centenary Park was 88 on 7 February 2020. The influx of 
Australian Shelduck seems to happen from early December 
onwards. There is an Australian White Ibis colony on the 
island and there were ten nests in August 2018. On 29 July 
2022 there were up to 53 nests. Small colonies of Little Pied 
Cormorant, Little Black Cormorant and Australasian Darter 
were also found.
Black Swan bred successfully in 2020 (five cygnets) and 2021 
(four cygnets).
An abandoned Black Swan nest with five eggs was noted on 8 
July 2022 and after a short absence a pair returned and were 
observed nest building on 22 August 2022. They were sighted 
with one small cygnet, on 18 October 2022.
The Australian Reed-Warbler has two territories around the 
lake and was seen gathering nesting material in December 
2022. 
A Brown Honeyeater was observed pilfering nesting material 
from a Willie Wagtail nest.
An empty Brown Honeyeater nest was found in late November 
2022 in the branches of a bottle brush overhanging the water.
A Willie Wagtail had a successful second brood from the same 
nest. The Australian Magpie nested in a tree around the sports 
oval. 
Rainbow Lorikeets were seen checking out nest hollows. 
The survival rate of ducklings and chicks is low at urban 
parks and I suspect this is due to high predation rates from 
Australian Raven, Nankeen Night-Heron and Australian Pelican. 
The local flowering eucalypts attracted many honeyeaters, 
wattlebirds and lorikeets. Once a small flock of Purple-
crowned Lorikeets was sighted. An Australian Pelican remained 
at the lake for lengthy periods. The summer months are 
characterised by the continuous calls and presence of Little 
Corella. The hollow metal cross-beams on power poles along 
adjacent roads are favourite nesting sites for Tree Martin.
References 
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Marcus Singor

Fig 1. View of Centenary Park. Photo by M.Singor
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Birds at the Orrong Road compensation basin, 
Welshpool, 2019 - 2023 
A compensation basin can be found at the corner of Orrong 
Road and Bell Street, Welshpool (Figure 1). This basin receives 
water from the local drainage channels that continue through 
the Anvil Way wetland to the Canning River. The pond contains 
water all year round and is attractive to waterbirds. Over 
summer the water levels drop and the basin becomes quite 
shallow making it attractive to shorebirds. Unfortunately, all 
the local wetlands are now fenced off by the Water Corporation 
and those with dense fringing vegetation can no longer be 
accessed or surveyed. The Orrong Road site can still be 
surveyed through the fence.  

The location has been associated with large timber yards 
on the eastern side and has been known as the Westwoods, 
Gunns Timber, Austwest and now is the Ross’s Auctioneers 
and Valuers site. This site was last monitored in 2003-2004 
(Singor 2004) and has remained largely the same. This article 
provides an update on the waterbirds frequenting this location 
(Table 1). The drainage pond has grass embankments, sedge 

fringes and at the northern side, a belt of large eucalyptus 
trees along the top embankment and large bottlebrush 
trees on the eastern side. Over the years there has been an 
accumulation of sediment at the northern inlet and southern 
outlet with grasses colonising the mudflats which now extend 
out into the pond. There is a shallow area in the middle of the 
pond where Yellow-billed Spoonbill and Pied Stilt often stand. 
The pond is slowly silting up. 
Between May 2019 and January 2023, 57 surveys were 
conducted: 2019 (7), 2020 (10), 2021 (8), 2022 (30) and 
2023 (2). In total 22 waterbird and two shorebird species were 
seen (Table 1). The average annual waterbird count varied 
from 70 to 98: 2019 (70), 2020 (98), 2021 (85) and 2022 
(81). Though an ordinary wetland it provides baseline data 
that will assist in monitoring similar habitat in the future. Peak 
numbers of waterbirds were observed over the summer and 
autumn months. 
A Swamp Harrier was seen on a number of occasions, no 
doubt attracted to the waterbirds and other nearby wetlands. 
The count on 2 October 2022 was interrupted by the presence 
of a juvenile White-bellied Sea-Eagle. 
The foraging Little Black Cormorant, Australian White Ibis and 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill are possibly from the nearby breeding 
colonies at Tomato Lake. The site is used by the Australian 
Shelduck over summer when numbers build up, peaking at 
181 in December 2020. Mid-April had the Australian Shelducks 
in full breeding plumage and pairing up. Generally, I would 
have suspected the Australian Shelduck to move inland to 
breed around May/June but a healthy population remained 
at the pond during the breeding season with an average 
population of 41 over the breeding season (June to August 
2022), but not recorded breeding.  
During 2019-2022, Pacific Black Duck, Australasian Grebe, 
Purple Swamphen, Eurasian Coot, Dusky Moorhen and Willie 
Wagtail were confirmed breeding.  
Black Swan was nest building on 7 September 2019 but did 
not breed. A Black Swan and three large brown cygnets turned 
up in late December 2022, possibly to have flown in as the 
whole site is fenced or having gained access through one of 
the large pond culverts. 

Table 1. Breeding records for Centenary Park, 2017-2022 

Species Breeding 
pairs Jan  Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct  Nov Dec Years 

Black Swan 1 X   X         X X X X X 2020, 2021, 2022 
Australian Shelduck 1               X X X     2019, 2020, 2022 
Australian Wood Duck 1                     X X 2022 
Pacific Black Duck       X         X     X   2018, 2022 
Grey Teal                       X*   2021 
Hardhead 2 X X*                 X   2019, 2021 
Blue-billed Duck 2 X                   X X 2021, 2022 
Australasian Grebe 2 X X X               X X 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021,2022, 2023 
Laughing Dove                 X   X X   2022 
Dusky Moorhen 2 X                   X X 2021, 2022, 2023 
Eurasian Coot 4 X X X         X X X X X 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 
Purple Swamphen   X             X   X X X 2018, 2019, 2020, 2022, 2023 
Australasian Darter 4 X X X X X X X X X X X X 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 
Little Pied Cormorant 7 X X X       X X X X X X 2021, 2022, 2023 
Little Black Cormorant 12       X X X   X X X X   2020, 2021, 2022 
Australian White Ibis 53 X X       X X X X X X X 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 
Red Wattlebird   X             X X       2021, 2022 
Singing Honeyeater                       X   2022 
Brown Honeyeater                   X   X   2022 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 1                   X     2022 
Australian Magpie                 X X       2022 
Willie Wagtail 3 X               X X X X 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 
Magpie-lark 1             X X X X X   2020, 2022 
Australian Raven             X             2022 
Australian Reed-Warbler                         X 2022 
Welcome Swallow                 X         2022 
Tree Martin                 X X X   X 2022 
X = breeding confirmed 
*Turnbull, R. 

 

Figure 1. Orrong Road compensation pond in Welshpool. Photo 
by Marcus Singor 



2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2021 2021
19-May 16-Jun 29-Jul 18-Aug 7-Sep 14-Oct 21-Dec 7-Feb 22-Mar 9-Apr 29-Apr 27-May 16-Jun 8-Aug 29-Aug 14-Nov 10-Dec 14-Jan 24-Jan

Pink-eared Duck
Black Swan 2 2 3 6 12 13 4 2 1
Australian Shelduck 35 9 29 40 46 62 56 124 49 102 72 18 16 14 20 139 181 44 40
Australian Wood Duck 1
Hard Head
Australasian Shoveler
Pacific Black Duck 1 6 11* 4 7 15 3 9 4 17 8 6 3 2
Grey Teal 25 12 2 9 2 1 3 2 11 1
Australasian Grebe 2 3 1
Purple Swamphen 1 1 H 1 1 1 2* 2
Dusky Moorhen 2 2 1 1 3 1 1
Eurasian Coot 17 7 20 19 3 21 33 1
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 8 1 2 3
Australian White Ibis 1 1 3 1 1F 2 1F 2 2 1 2 1 2
Nankeen Night Heron
Great Egret 1 1 1 1 1
White-faced Heron 1 1 1 1 1
Little Egret
Australian Pelican 1
Little Pied Cormorant
Little Black Cormorant
Australasian Darter
Pied Stilt 4 5 4 14 17 5 2 2 6 9
Black-fronted Dotterel 3 1
Swamp Harrier 1 1 1
White-bellied Sea Eagle
Total 95 18 41 95 92 88 64 132 72 114 97 62 40 25 75 154 205 59 46

2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022
28-Feb 13-Mar 10-Apr 12-Jun 26-Nov 21-Dec 12-Jan 22-Jan 2-Feb 19-Feb 5-Mar 15-Mar 25-Mar 3-Apr 17-Apr 30-Apr 8-May 15-May 5-Jun

Pink-eared Duck 8
Black Swan 1 4 4 1 2 4 5 5 7 12 4 2 2
Australian Shelduck 85 72 34 4 145 22 40 58 88 121 93 67 44 38 61 45 23 5 16
Australian Wood Duck
Hard Head
Australasian Shoveler 1 1 3 5
Pacific Black Duck 9 13 3 8 3 5 6 6 5 7 7 8 15 1 12 9 9 11
Grey Teal 2 3 16 2 2 2 3 11 3 1 2 6
Australasian Grebe 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 4 4
Purple Swamphen 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 4 2 1
Dusky Moorhen 3 7* 4* 3 4 3 4 4 6 6 7 4 1 2
Eurasian Coot 12 2 7 7 2 6 8 7 8 6 9 8 13 11 6 2
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 1 1 3 3 3 7 10 8 1 1
Australian White Ibis 17 57 1 1 3 18 7 12 13 10 1F 1 6F 4 1
Nankeen Night Heron 1
Great Egret 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
White-faced Heron 1 1
Little Egret
Australian Pelican 1 1 1
Little Pied Cormorant 2 3 2 1
Little Black Cormorant 1F 1F 2 1 3
Australasian Darter
Pied Stilt 9 2 5 3
Black-fronted Dotterel 2 2 2 1 1 2
Swamp Harrier 1
White-bellied Sea Eagle .
Total 125 135 61 30 162 61 72 100 126 165 123 108 97 91 93 97 59 34 45

2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2022 2023 2023
19-Jun 2-Jul 16-Jul 30-Jul 7-Aug 28-Aug 10-Sep 22-Sep 2-Oct 22-Oct 5-Nov 19-Nov 27-Nov 3-Dec 17-Dec 26-Dec 31-Dec 13-Jan 21-Jan

Pink-eared Duck
Black Swan 3 2 2 3 1 1 4 3 3 3
Australian Shelduck 15 29 10 12 8 11 46 36 11 60 53 97 60 19 7 5 3 12 23
Australian Wood Duck
Hard Head 4 5 1 2 1 6 3 3
Australasian Shoveler 3 1 1 1 1
Pacific Black Duck 2 4 9 2 4 4 4 2 4 3 7 4 3 8 20 17 25 23
Grey Teal 2 2 9 33
Australasian Grebe 2 4 4 3 3 2 2 2 2 3 1 2* 2* 2 3 3 2 3* 2 *
Purple Swamphen 1 1 5 2 2 5 2 3 5 1 2* 1 4 1 1
Dusky Moorhen 2 7 1 2 2 3 3 2 2 3 1 4 3* 2* 1 2 4 3
Eurasian Coot 14 2 14 17 16 19 16* 14* 16* 14 14* 12* 12* 8 7 9 8 9
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 1 1 1 2 1 2 1 1 1
Australian White Ibis 1F 1 1F 1F 2F 2 2F 2F 1F 21 4 2 4 5 10 3F 3 3 1
Nankeen Night Heron 1
Great Egret 1 1 1 1
White-faced Heron 1
Little Egret 1 1 1 2 1 1
Australian Pelican 1 3
Little Pied Cormorant 1
Little Black Cormorant 1 1 1 1 2F
Australasian Darter 2
Pied Stilt 2 1
Black-fronted Dotterel
Swamp Harrier
White-bellied Sea Eagle 1
Total 41 53 26 42 42 38 82 75 35 112 80 134 99 51 46 49 49 68 104

* breeding record H = heard F = flying over 

Table 1. Water and shorebird counts at Orrong Road compensation pond in Welshpool. 
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The Black-fronted Dotterel showed up when the muddy 
shorelines were exposed. Summer visitors include Rainbow 
Bee-eater and Sacred Kingfisher. The Nankeen Kestrel is 
sighted on a regular basis.  
A number of different bird species inhabit the surrounding 
vegetation and are likely to breed there, such as Red 
Wattlebird, Singing Honeyeater, Brown Honeyeater, New-
Holland Honeyeater, Spotted Dove and Laughing Dove. 
Tree Martin and Welcome Swallow forage over the lake and 
probably breed nearby. 
Reference  
Singor, M. (2004). Welshpool drainage ponds. Western 

Australian Bird Notes 112, 16-20.  
Marcus Singor

Shorebirds at Two Rocks, 2020-2022 
The beach south of the Two Rocks Marina (31˚ 29' 58” 
S, 115˚ 35' 01” E) is located about 60 km north of Perth, 
Western Australia (Fig. 1). What makes this beach attractive 
to shorebirds is the large accumulation of beach wrack, 
especially over the Austral summer and early autumn months 
(Hindmarsh et al. 2020; Singor et al. 2021). We have recorded 
14 migratory shorebirds and six Australian breeding shorebirds 
during 2020-2022.  

The beach at Two Rocks is a nationally important habitat for 
Sanderling as the site regularly supports 0.1% of the East 
Asian-Australasian Flyway population which for Sanderling is 
30 birds (Hansen et al. 2016; Weller et al. 2020). Sanderling 
counts met or exceeded this threshold in 25 months during 
2018 - 2022. (Fig. 2). 
Intensive shorebird surveys were conducted over the past 
three years. The aim was to gather as much shorebird data as 
possible before this location is lost to development.   
Surveys taking about one hour to complete, were carried 
out around 7 a.m., before disturbance levels impacted on 
shorebird behaviour. The surveys adhered to a fixed transect 
which commenced at the limestone stack nearest the inner 
harbour and continued along the beach to the second 
limestone stack at Wreck Point and followed the same route 
back (Fig. 1). The beach is wide at Wreck Point. The survey 
continued along the sea facing harbour groyne and returned 
back to the original starting point (Hindmarsh et al. 2020; 
Singor et al. 2021). The number of surveys varied from year 
to year: 2018 (27), 2019 (27), 2020 (102), 2021 (185) and 
2022 (148). 

At low tides, pools of seawater are left behind in the beach 
wrack beds and around the first stack and these are locations 
favoured by shorebirds. 
The high limestone groynes surrounding the marina provide 
the inner harbour with a sheltered environment, an area 
frequented by Common Sandpiper and Grey-tailed Tattler 
often in preference to the beach wrack covered main beach. 
Common Sandpiper and Grey-tailed Tattler remained at 
Two Rocks throughout the migratory season. The number of 
Common Sandpiper seen at this location was quite high, up to 
13 birds. 
Silver Gulls, Larus novaehollandiae, bred in 2019, 2020, 2021 
and 2022 on the limestone stack nearest to the marina (Fig 
1). On 17 November 2019 two large Silver Gull chicks, still 
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Figure 3. Two Rocks beach showing beach wrack and the first 
limestone stack in the background. Photo by Marcus Singor. 

Figure 4. Excavator engaged at Two Rocks beach to remove 
beach wrack. Photo by Martin Greenwood.

Figure 1. Location of the Two Rocks survey area.

Figure 2. Highest monthly counts of Sanderling at Two Rocks 
2018 - 2022. Source: Hindmarsh et al. 2020, Singor et al. 
2020, and the present study. 
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downy though partly feathered, were sighted. The Silver Gulls 
bred from early June through to November. The colony had 18 
breeding pairs in June 2020, 18 pairs in September 2021 and 
17 pairs in September 2022. 
There have also been occasional sightings of Eastern Reef 
Egret at Two Rocks in April, October, November and December 
2020.  
Discussion 
The area surrounding Two Rocks is undergoing rapid 
urbanisation and increased population pressure is noticeable 
on the beaches around the marina. The beach south of the 
marina is a designated dog beach and subject to high levels of 
disturbance from loose, running dogs. 
The Two Rocks Marina is earmarked for redevelopment, which 
is already underway, and will extend the existing marina 
boundaries southwards. The first limestone stack will become 
an iconic feature incorporated within the new marina (Fig. 3). 
The new marina’s design is intended to reduce erosion and 
seagrass build up (Department of Transport, 2019). 
As seaweed decomposes, it releases hydrogen sulphide, 
producing an unpleasant smell on seaweed covered beaches. 
The City of Wanneroo conducted a sea wrack management 
trial from December 2021 to March 2022, involving the 
removal of sea wrack from the beach. An excavator was used 
to remove the seaweed from the beach and push it into the 
ocean (Fig. 4). 
The beach at Two Rocks Marina is the last coastal shorebird 
site left on Perth’s coastline. Elimination of seagrass 
accumulations will reduce the importance of the site to 
shorebirds and particularly impact on migrating Sanderling. 
Acknowledgements  
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Martin Greenwood and Marcus Singor    

Pacific Gulls foraging on Rottnest Island 
As I was very fortunate to see a Pacific Gull feeding on a 
mollusc recently, and able to take some photos, I’d like to 
share this experience. 
Pacific Gulls are present on Rottnest but not in large numbers 
and are usually seen along the coastline near reef outcrops 
such as at Salmon Bay, Porpoise Bay, Natural Jetty, Parker 
Point and West End. 

One of their characteristics which we read about in nature 
descriptions is the way they feed on molluscs such as the 
Turban Snail (commonly referred to as the Turban Shell - 
also may be known as a periwinkle but this name fits a wide 
variety of mollusc species). It possesses a single snail-like 
shell called an operculum, which is a calcareous plate used to 
protect the animal when it withdraws into its shell. They are 
found in intertidal and shallow reef areas at depths to about 
20 metres. Turban shells are benthic marine animals (living on 
the bottom of water), which can also be found in tidal pools 
and weed-covered reefs. 
Whilst admiring the coastal scene I saw a Pacific Gull pluck a 
Turban shell from a reef outcrop and carry it near to where I 
was standing (see photo). 

Once at a rocky limestone area it hovered about 4-5 metres 
above the ground and then dropped the Turban shell, quickly 
following its descent to the ground. It proceeded to do this 
three times as obviously the shell had not broken sufficiently 
for the gull to extract the snail. On the last drop the gull was 
able to eat the mollusc and after finishing his meal, washed 
his beak in a nearby pool of rainwater. At the time I wasn’t 
quite sure if the catch was a Turban shell or a Sea Urchin so I 
returned to the site a few days later and verified that it was a 
Turban shell.
These photos show what happened: 
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Figure 1. Pacific Gull with 
Trochus. Photo by Gary 
Scanlon. 

Figure 2. Dropped 
Trochus. Photo by 
Gary Scanlon. 

Figure 3. Pacific Gull on 
ground with Trochus. 
Photo by Gary Scanlon. 

Figure 4. Pacific 
Gull rewarded with 
meal. Photo by G ary 
Scanlon. 
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To complete this article I think it is helpful to show a photo I 
took some years ago of immature Pacific Gulls in Porpoise Bay. 
Immature Pacific Gulls are in a state of continuous change in 
their appearance, going from a brown plumage to an adult’s 
black and white plumage over a four year period.

Interestingly, the publication “Birds of Rottnest” by authors 
Denis Saunders and Perry de Rebeira, only mentions Pacific 
Gulls as vagrants with no record of breeding on the island. 
Anecdotally, I could observe that as the gulls are natural 
predators of other birds such as shearwaters and the young 
of gulls and terns at nesting times, they do not receive a 
favourable reception to breed on the island. When I returned 
to this site a few days after taking the photographs, the Gull 
was nowhere to be seen and two large Caspian Terns were 
wistfully watching the area.  
As an aside, researcher Dr Bruce Robertson of Charles Sturt 
University has undertaken banding projects for Pacific Gulls in 

Victoria, South Australia and more recently in WA. The longest 
aged recovery for Pacific Gulls in WA is 15 years, while the 
longevity record for the species is 32 years. Immature Pacific 
Gulls will move up to 300 km after they become independent 
of their parents. He estimates that there are only 1500 birds in 
Western Australia, and he warns that discarded fishing gear is 
a continuing problem for the bird’s survival.  
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Gary Scanlan 
Editors’ note: This article has been adapted from an article in 
the Rottnest Guides newsletter.

Osprey breeding results for Perth in 2022 
Perth’s Osprey population was monitored during the 2022 
season (May to December), following procedures established 
in previous years (Singor 2022). Observations were carried 
out from a distance and in a passive, non-invasive manner. In 
total, 24 sites around Perth were monitored and the results 
are shown in Table 1. 
Coogee and Kwinana sites were occupied for the first time this 

Location Latitude Longitude Status
Fledged 
nestling

s

No. 
nestlings 

lost
Nest site

Ascot, Garratt Road Bridge 31°56'05 S     115°54'56 E   Active 2 Radio mast
Ascot, Ron Courtney Island 31°55'14 S     115°56'29 E   Inactive Eucalyptus 
Attadale, Alfred Cove 32°01'31 S     115°48'47 E   Active 1 Artificial platform
Bentley, Manning Road 32°00'44 S     115°53'24 E   Abandoned Mobile phone tower
Bicton, Point Walter 32°00'43 S     115°47'13 E      Abandoned Norfolk Island Pine
Como, Comer Reserve 31°59'31 S     115°51'20 E     Abandoned Artificial platform
Coogee, Powell Road 32°06'46 S     115°45'48 E    Inactive Artificial platform
Cottesloe, Cable Station 32°00'54 S     115°45'07 E    New installation Artificial platform
Cottesloe, Deane Street 32°00'12 S     115°45'07 E     Abandoned Norfolk Island Pine
Crawley, Kings Park 31°58'07 S     115°50'16 E    Inactive Norfolk Island Pine
Crawley, Pelican Point 31°59'13 S     115°49'23 E    Abandoned Artificial platform
Fremantle, Ferry Harbour 32°02'59 S     115°43'49 E     Abandoned Crane
Hillarys, Whitfords Nodes 31°48'57 S     115°44'07 E Active 3 Mobile phone tower
Kwinana, Refinery Restricted access Inactive Artificial platform
Mindarie, North 31°40'53 S     115°41'52 E     Inactive Artificial platform
Mindarie, South 31°41'54 S     115°42'26 E      Abandoned Artificial platform
Mosman Park, Green Place Reserve 32°00'54 S     115°46'44 E      Active 1 Norfolk Island Pine
Mt Pleasant, Canning Bridge 32°00'48 S     115°51'02 E     Active 1 Norfolk Island Pine
Peppermint Grove, Devil's Elbow 31°59'37 S     115°46'19 E      Active 3 Norfolk Island Pine
Salter Point, Mount Henry 32°01'58 S     115°51'42 E   Active 2 Artificial platform
Shoalwater Bay, Gull Rock 32°16'45 S     115°41'32 E      Active 1 2 Limestone stack
Shoalwater Bay, Whale Rock 32°17'43 S     115°41'25 E      Active 1 1 Limestone stack
South Perth, Royal Perth Golf Club 31°59'13 S     115°51'11 E     Inactive Mobile phone tower
Victoria Park, Armagh Street 31°58'10 S     115°53'14 E    Inactive Mobile phone tower
Totals 15 3

Table 1. Osprey breeding results for Perth in 2022.

Active = Nest occupied during breeding season and young raised successfully; Inactive = Osprey used nest for short periods (1-3 months) during the 
breeding season; Abandoned = Nest disintegrated, destroyed by storm, nesting platform never used or the nest was removed.

Figure 5. Trochus shell. 
Photo by Gary Scanlon. 

Figure 6. Immature 
Pacific Gulls in Porpoise 
Bay. Photo by Gary 
Scanlon. 
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season, and a new Osprey nesting platform was installed next 
to the Vlamingh Memorial along Curtin Avenue, at Cottesloe, 
on 7 September 2022. This project was initiated by the 
Cottesloe Coastal Care Association, with funding provided by 
the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions. 
The City of South Perth has a new Osprey nesting platform in 
the works for Bodkin Park, Waterford, to be installed in early 
2023. 
The Osprey nest at Green Place Reserve, Mosman Park, is 
located in an unusual spot. Osprey nests in Norfolk Island Pine 
trees are almost invariably in the tree top. The nest in Green 
Place is located about eight branches down from the top of the 
pine on the western side and built on a branch with multiple 
layers of branches above acting as a shelter. The nest looks 
out over the channel towards Point Walter. 
Ospreys have built a second nest on Ron Courtney Island, 
which bodes well for the future. Harassment by Australian 
Ravens is the likely cause the Osprey nests failed at Victoria 
Park and South Perth. Silver Gulls occupied the nesting 
platform at Kwinana at the start of the breeding season and 
drove the Ospreys away. The Ospreys reclaimed the site in the 
end. 
There were nine successful Osprey breeding pairs in 2022, 
fledging 15 juveniles. We are aware of the loss of three 
nestlings. This season has been the most productive since 
monitoring began in 2016 (Singor 2022). 
It is remarkable that during the peak occupancy period in 
September 2022 there were 26 Ospreys present around Perth. 
The earliest fledging occurred at Green Place on 19 November 
2022 whilst there were still unfledged juveniles at Ascot and 
Salter Point on 2 January 2023. This suggests Ospreys have 
an extended breeding season in the Perth region.  
At Whitfords, young Ospreys were observed honing their 
diving and fish catching skills by practising in the shallow 
waters just off the beach. This resulted in the retrieval of 
pieces of seaweed and the Common Blowfish (Torquigener 
pleurogramma). During the last week in December 2022, 
juvenile Ospreys were seen on separate days with a Common 
Blowfish in their talons. Similar behaviour was observed 
in 2009 when a juvenile Osprey brought back a Common 
Blowfish to the nest at Peppermint Grove, Devil's Elbow.  
Mature blowfish migrate out of the Swan Estuary to spawn in 
shallow coastal waters along Perth’s coastline between October 
and January, with the peak spawning period being November 
to December (Department of Fisheries 2011). Common 
Blowfish swim in dense schools and from a height might seem 
like one fish which explains the capture of multiple fish by 
juvenile birds (Fig 1). No adult Osprey has been seen catching 
this species as it is not an edible fish.   
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Marcus Singor

Osprey breeding results for Bunbury, 2022 
The known Osprey breeding sites (Singor 2022) around the 
Leschenault Estuary, Collie River and Bunbury Inner Harbour 
were monitored during the 2022 season (May to December). 
There were four active nesting sites and nine nestlings were 
raised, the best result since 2018. 
A total of 11 nest sites were monitored. Sites no longer in use 
were on Magill Street, Samphire Bay, Belvidere, Bar Island and 
Venezia Boulevard Reserve.  
On 1 April 2022 a new nesting platform was installed at Point 
Douro and was occupied by Ospreys shortly afterwards. Three 
chicks were raised at Point Douro this season (Fig 1).  
The breeding results for 2018 to 2022 are shown in Table 1. 

Some additional breeding data for the Balmoral site became 
available for 2019 and 2020, and this has been included in 
Table 1. A possum was reported to have made a nest in the 
bottom part of the Osprey nest at Balmoral.  
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Figure 1. Juvenile Osprey off Whitfords with Common Blowfish. 
Photo by Sheila Rowlands. 

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Balmoral Boulevard 1 juvenile 1 juvenile 1 juvenile
Elbow 1 juvenile 3 Juveniles 2 juveniles 2 juveniles
Bar Island 1 juvenile 1 juvenile
Point Douro 3 Juveniles
Pratt Road, Eaton 1 juvenile 2 juveniles 2 juveniles 2 juveniles
Bunbury Port, South Platform 1 juvenile
Leschenault Inlet, East Platform 1 juvenile 2 juveniles 1 juvenile 2 juveniles
Leschenault Conservation Park 2 juveniles
Total 6 4 7 6 9

Table 1. Osprey breeding outcomes around Leschenault Estuary, 2018-2022 (data from 
Singor 2022 and the present study)

Figure 1. Osprey at the new Point Douro nesting platform with 
three chicks, December 2022. Photo by Alan Burdett
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Alan Burdett 

Osprey at Point Moore 
My name is Heather Beswick and I love immersing in the 
natural environment and sharing special moments with all the 
amazing animals that dwell within mother nature’s incredible 
world. Flying on the coastal winds and hunting the reefs over 
the ocean there is a magical place called Point Moore just 
south of Geraldton that a resident pair of Osprey call home. 
In 2002 a local resident observed that Osprey lived in the 
area, but they appeared to have “nowhere to call home”. With 
funding and a bit of liaison with a local resident, a large pole 
was erected, and a basket strategically placed on top. 
The day the pole was erected the Osprey were in the near 
vicinity. The local resident was present with some other people 
observing the pole go up and the basket being placed and 
secured. As this was completed and they walked away, the 
resident Osprey pair flew in and from that day on, built their 
nest and commenced to raise young successfully. 
I would also like to mention that the City of Geraldton worked 
with myself and local photographer Steve Pidgeon to develop 
new signage at Point Moore, and which has been installed 
recently. A great local collaboration.  
The Osprey have continued through generations to raise their 
young and call Point Moore home. I have been privileged to 
observe amazing interactions and as their trust in me has 
grown I can get quite close to them, allowing me to observe, 
enjoy and capture very special moments as I am an avid bird 
photographer. 
I, and another Osprey obsessed and amazing photographer, 
Steve Pidgeon, as well as a long time visitor John from 
Scotland and several others from the Midwest Bird Club 
continue to record and photograph these amazing birds as 
they go about their daily lives and struggles. 
I have been privileged to see them hunt, court, mate, feed 
and successfully rear young, this year incredibly successfully 

raising three healthy babies 
that are now about ready to 
embark on their life on the 
wing independently. 
To be able to share the lives 
of these beautiful birds, 
knowing that they were on 
the brink of extinction for 
many years, is simply heart- 
warming. 
To me they epitomise the 
rhythm of the ocean and 
the sky. They are powerful 
and skilled hunters, but 
so very gentle and caring 
with each other and their young, raising them successfully to 
continue generations of Osprey for the future. 
To spend time with them makes my heart sing and soothes 
my inner soul. Here is to all the amazing people who care 
for these beautiful birds and work tirelessly to ensure they 
continue to fly in our skies well into the future. 
A poem I wrote about them: 

Spirit of the ocean wind 
Rising on the currents, 
Hovering high, till talons drop 
Plummeting into the water below 
Caught in an iron grip …. And back to the nest 
Spring is in the air, 
Intimate aerial courtship 
Securing a lifelong bond …. New life is created 
Two devoted parents nurture and feed 
Sharing generational knowledge 
First tentative steps … then first flight 
Cause for joy and celebration …. Young earn their wings 
Circling the air currents forever being the spirit of the ocean 

The Osprey life cycle following the seasons and the gentle tune 
of mother nature……..

Heather Beswick

Observations
This list has been compiled by the WA Records Officer with input from the WA Records Committee. Metropolitan suburbs or 
shires are in parentheses. Please report interesting observations the WA Records Officer, John Graff (wasightings@birdlife.org.
au) or to the BirdLife WA office (9383 7749). Sightings are included on the BirdLife WA sightings page (http://birdswa.com.au/
sightings.htm) as soon as possible, and the most interesting are selected for inclusion in the next WABN. 
Includes records received up to and including 2nd January.  
Highlights 
A long edition this time, covering the past two quarters as everybody’s favourite virus interrupted attempts to finalise the write-
up for last quarter. Seabirds provided many of the major highlights in the south of the state over this period. A Grey Petrel 
provided stunning views around the boat for over an hour on a pelagic trip off Augusta, while a Kerguelen Petrel gave excellent 
views to several observers who had braved stormy weather at North Mole in early August and is the first confirmed live record 
for Western Australia for at least 15 years. A Light-mantled Sooty Albatross seawatched from Cape Naturaliste in late July was 
also a highlight, though another (or possibly the same) individual found ashore in Bunbury was a less positive result. Gulls also 
feature heavily in the highlights, with two Kelp Gulls photographed together at Woodman Point before disappearing, while a 
Franklin’s Gull found at Lake McLarty was more co-operative, and was still being reported as this summary was being prepared. 
Meanwhile, the Oriental Honey-buzzards returned to the Perth area for another season and a Eurasian Hobby has again 
returned to North Lake and surrounds. 
In the north, a Common Ringed Plover re-appeared in the same area of Roebuck Bay as a bird was seen over the previous 
summer, and is likely the same individual returning for another season. Scarlet-chested Parrots have been regularly reported 
in the Great Western Woodlands in small numbers, but there were a higher numbers of reports over the past two quarters with 
records extending out along the southern fringes of the Nullarbor Plain. Meanwhile, back in the far north of the state, a Grey-
streaked Flycatcher recorded on Browse Island by the birding tour returning from Ashmore Reef represents a first record for 
Western Australia. 

Osprey. Photo by Heather Beswick. 
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That Ashmore trip also produced several highlights at Ashmore itself, including a Dark-sided Flycatcher, a Pallas’s Grasshopper 
Warbler, and a Rosy Starling. A dark morph Trindade Petrel was also observed briefly on the final morning of the visit – likely 
the same individual previously seen prospecting the island. On the other external territories, the most notable records amongst 
the regular haul of wet season vagrants were a Common Cuckoo and a Kermadec Petrel on the Cocos (Keeling) Islands and 
a stonechat on Christmas Island. The Common Cuckoo has been identified primarily on recently published criteria based on 
primary barring, supported by a pale nape patch, and would represent the first record for Australian territory if accepted by 
BARC. The Kermadec Petrel was a dark morph bird, and is particularly surprising given there are very few records of the species 
from the eastern Indian Ocean. The stonechat on Christmas Island is perhaps most likely a Stejneger’s (Amur) Stonechat based 
on distribution and migration patterns, but identification of this complex is challenging on morphology alone in this plumage.  

METROPOLITAN (UBD Street 
Directory) 
White-faced Storm-Petrel – 1, 02/08/22, 

North Mole (North Fremantle) – BB & PrB 
(rarely seen from shore) 

KERGUELEN PETREL – 1, 03/08/22, North 
Mole (North Fremantle) – BB, PrB et 
al. (rare visitor to WA water; very few 
recent records; photographs) 

Lesser Noddy – 1, 02/08/22, North Mole 
(North Fremantle) – BB & PrB * 1, 
03/08/22, Port Beach (North Fremantle) 
– KS * 1, 03/08/22, Point Peron (Peron) 
– GyS (rarely reported this far south; 
photographs) 

Royal Spoonbill – 1, 01-02/09/22, 
Goegrup Lake NR (Goegrup) – KG et al. 
* 1, 15/09/22, Samphire Cove (Halls 
Head) – NH * 1, 23/10/22, Len Howard 
Conservation Park (Erskine) – DAH 
(rare in the south-west, records all 
likely referable to same bird reported 
in Mandurah area over recent years; 
photographs) 

Beach Stone-curlew – 1, 24/07/22, Rocky 
Bay (Rottnest Island) – MB (vagrant to 
the south-west, likely same individual 
reported from Rottnest, Garden and 
Carnac Islands since 2016) 

Hooded Plover – 1 juvenile, 04/10/22, 
Two Rocks beach (Two Rocks) – MG et 
al. (rare visitor to the metropolitan area; 
photographs) 

Masked Lapwing – 2 ssp. 
novaehollandiae, 02/09/22, Loch 
McNess, Yanchep NP (Yanchep) – MG 
et al. (rare in metropolitan area; birds 
seemingly established at this locality, see 
previous issues of WABN) 

KELP GULL – 2, 07/12/22, Woodman Point 
(Munster) – JL (rare visitor to Western 
Australia; photographs) 

Common Gull-billed Tern – 1, 01/12/22, 
Nairns (Coodanup) – RO & DaM * 
2+, 02/01/23, Austin Bay NR (South 
Yunderup) – JG & RdV (rarely reported in 
the south-west) 

Oriental [Crested] Honey-buzzard – up 
to 2, 15/11- 30/12/22, Lake Joondalup 
(Joondalup) – DM et al. (vagrant to 
Western Australia; returning individuals; 
records of these individuals accepted by 
BARC; photographs) 

Eurasian Hobby – 1, 30/11/22, 15/12/22, 
North Lake (North Lake) – MS et al. 
(vagrant to Western Australia; likely 
returning individual; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

Western Corella – up to 6, 21/08-
26/10/22, Hopkins Road (Nowergup) 
– DD et al. * up to 35+, 07-30/09/22, 
Horse Swamp, Whiteman Park 
(Whiteman) – GG et al. (rare in the Perth 
area; photographs) 

Black Honeyeater – 1, 15/11/22, Lake 
Joondalup (Joondalup) – DM (rare visitor 
to the metropolitan area) 

Masked Woodswallow – 1, 29/09/22, 
Geordie Bay (Rottnest Island) – TH 
(occasional visitor to the south-west; 
photographs) 

SOUTH WEST (Shark Bay to Cape 
Arid)
LIGHT-MANTLED SOOTY ALBATROSS 

– 1, 23/07/22, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – SL * 1 found alive, taken 
into care, 01/08/22, Bunbury coast 
(Bunbury) – via Facebook (rarely 
reported in Western Australian waters; 
photographs of beachwashed individual) 

Antarctic Prion – 2, 07/08/22, offshore 
Augusta (Augusta-Margaret River) – 
DM et al. (rarely reported at sea in WA 
waters in recent years; photographs) 

prion sp. – 3, 07/08/22, offshore Augusta 
(Augusta-Margaret River) – DM et al. 
(prions rarely reported at sea in WA 
waters in recent years) 

Soft-plumaged Petrel – ~2,600 in 8 
hours, 02/08/22, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – DM et al. (high count) 

Soft-plumaged Petrel (dark/
intermediate morph) – 13+, 
02/08/22; 2, 03/08/22, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – DM et al. * 1, 07/08/22, 
offshore Augusta (Augusta-Margaret 
River) – DM et al. (dark and intermediate 
morphs rare, but regularly reported in 
Western Australian waters) 

White-headed Petrel – 1, 29/07/22, 
Cape Naturaliste (Busselton) – DM * 
3, 30/10/22, Cave Point, Torndirrup NP 
(Albany) – SF (uncommon) 

GREY PETREL – 1, 07/08/22, offshore 
Augusta (Augusta-Margaret River) – 
DM et al. (rarely reported in Western 
Australian waters; photographs) 

Sooty Shearwater – 1, 23/07/22; 1, 
29/07/22; 4, 02/08/22, Cape Naturaliste 
(Busselton) – DM et al. * 1, 02/08/22, 
Bunker Bay (Busselton) – DM & JG * 1, 
07/08/22, offshore Augusta (Augusta-
Margaret River) – DM et al. (uncommon 
in WA waters; photographs) 

Hutton’s Shearwater – ~21,000 in 8 

hrs, 02/08/22; ~10,500 in 5 hrs, Cape 
Naturaliste (Busselton) – DM et al. (high 
counts) 

BEACH STONE-CURLEW – 1, 17/10/22, 
Cheyne Beach (Albany) – PG et al. 
(vagrant to south-west; photographs) 

Double-banded Plover – 1 in breeding 
plumage, 22-24/08/22, Parry Beach 
(Denmark) – JKA et al. (scarce 
migrant to Western Australia, likely 
under-reported esp. on south coast; 
photographs) 

FRANKLIN’S GULL – 1, 27/12/22-
02/01/23, Lake McLarty (Murray) – MC 
& GM (rare visitor to Western Australia; 
photographs)

ARID ZONE 
Green Pygmy-Goose – 1, 14/12/22, 

Chinaman’s Pool (Carnarvon) – RD et al. 
(vagrant in Western Australia outside of 
the Kimberley region) 

Brush Bronzewing – 1, 19/10/22, Dirk 
Hartog Island (Shark Bay) – KR et al. 
(1st record for Dirk Hartog Island; north 
of usual range) 

Sooty Shearwater – 3, 17/08/22, c. 50km 
offshore Coral Bay (Carnarvon) – NM 
(uncommon in WA waters, north of usual 
range) 

Black-necked Stork – 1 immature, 
11/07/22, Mangrove Bay (Exmouth) – 
PW (west of usual range) 

Little Buttonquail – 1, 19/10/22, 10 Mile 
Well, Dirk Hartog Island (Shark Bay) 
– KR et al. (1st record for Dirk Hartog 
Island) 

Scarlet-chested Parrot – 1 adult male, 1 
immature, 12/09/22; 1 male, 13/09/22; 
2, 15/10/22; 14, Dec ’22, Credo Station 
(Coolgardie) – PB et al. * 3, 23/10/22; 
1 female, 05/12/22, Newman Rocks 
(Balladonia) – JW et al. * up to 8, Nov-
Dec ’22, Eyre Bird Observatory and 
surrounds (Dundas) – KL et al. * 1, 
02/12/22, Weebubbie Cave (Dundas) 
– AL & TB (scarce, but increasingly 
regularly reported in Great Western 
Woodlands; photographs) 

KIMBERLEY 
Eastern [Pacific] Koel – 1 heard, 09/11-

28/12/22, Lullfitz Drive (Broome) – JC et 
al. (rare in the Broome region) 

Pale-vented Bush-hen – 2 adults, 
15/12/22, Lake Argyle Road (Wyndham-
East Kimberley) – LM & JG (rarely 
reported in Western Australia) 

Observations, ctd
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Black Bittern – up to 3 calling, 22/09-
09/10/22, Nimalarragun (Nimilaica) 
wetland (Broome) – NJ et al. (vagrant to 
the Broome region; first observed 22/09 
then calls recorded daily 28/09-09/10 
before calling ceased) 

Abbott’s Booby – 2, 27/10/22, c. 
50km SW of Scott Reef (Derby-West 
Kimberley) – RC, GS et al. (rare 
visitor to waters off Western Australia; 
photographs) 

COMMON RINGED PLOVER – 1, 22/09-
22/11/22, Roebuck Bay (Broome) 
– NJ, JaW et al. (vagrant to Western 
Australia; subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs; see also WABN 181) 

Grey Falcon – 5, 18/11/22, Taylors Lagoon 
(Broome) – NJ & GS (high count; likely 
two adults and three young) 

Dusky Honeyeater – 1, 14/12/22, Goomig 
Conservation Park (Wyndham-East 
Kimberley) – LM & JG (rarely reported in 
Western Australia; photographs) 

Orange Chat – 2, 19/06/22, Halls Creek 
Wastewater Treatment Plant (Halls 
Creek) – DAH * 1 adult male, 15/07/22, 
Kidney Bean Claypan (Broome) – BV 
(rare visitor to the Kimberley region; 
photographs) 

GREY-STREAKED FLYCATCHER – 1, 
02/11/22, Browse Island (Wyndham-East 
Kimberley) – RC, GS et al. (1st record 
for Western Australia; subject to BARC 
acceptance) 

ASHMORE REEF 
TRINDADE PETREL – 1 dark morph, 

01/11/22, West Island – RC, GS et 
al. (vagrant to Western Australian 
territory; subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs; likely same bird seen 
previously on West Island) 

Australian Pied Oystercatcher – 1, 
29/10/22, Splittgerber Cay – RC, GS et 
al. (vagrant to Ashmore Reef) 

PALLAS’S GRASSHOPPER WARBLER 
– 1, 30/10-01/11/22, West Island – 
RC, GS et al. (vagrant to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs) 

ARCTIC WARBLER – 2, 28-29/10/22, 

West Island – RC, GS et al. (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; call recordings obtained) 

Arctic-type warbler – 1, 30/10/22, West 
Island – RC, GS et al. (rare migrant to 
Australian territory; photographs) 

ROSY STARLING – 1, 28/10/22, West 
Island – RC, GS et al. (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

DARK-SIDED FLYCATCHER – 1, 28/10-
01/11/22, West Island – RC, GS et al. 
(vagrant to Australian territory; subject 
to BARC acceptance; photographs) 

COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS 
Northern Pintail – 1, ongoing to Nov ‘22, 

West and Horsburgh Islands – GC, PJ 
et al. (vagrant to Australian territory; 
this individual present since 2016; 
photographs) 

Northern Pintail x Pacific Black Duck – 
4, Dec ’21; 2, May-Dec ’22, West Island 
– GC, RB et al. (rare hybrid combination; 
photographs) 

COMMON CUCKOO – 1 juvenile, 14/11/22, 
Home Island – GC et al. (1st record for 
Australian territory if confirmed; subject 
to BARC acceptance; photographs) 

Watercock – 1, 08-10/05/22, The Farm, 
West Island – GC & PJ (rare migrant to 
Australian territory; photographs) 

KERMADEC PETREL – 1 dark morph, 
07/11/22, Home Island – GC et al. 
(vagrant to eastern Indian Ocean; 
photographs) 

Yellow Bittern – 1, 16/05/22, West Island 
– GC & PJ (rare migrant to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC acceptance) 

PURPLE HERON – 1, 21/10-30/11/22, 
Inner Lagoon, West Island – GC, PJ et al. 
(vagrant to Australia territory; subject to 
BARC acceptance; photographs; see also 
WABN 181) 

BROWN SHRIKE – 1, 08-18/05/22, 
West Island – GC (vagrant to Australia 
territory; subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs) 

TIGER SHRIKE – 1, 08-12/05/22, West 
Island – GC (vagrant to Australia 
territory; subject to BARC acceptance; 

photographs) 
DARK-SIDED FLYCATCHER – 1, 

24/10/22, Home Island – GC et al. 
(vagrant to Australia territory; subject to 
BARC acceptance; photographs) 

Asian Brown Flycatcher – 1, 1/11/22, 
Trannies Beach, West Island – GC et 
al. * 1, 08/11/22 & 13/11/22, West 
Island Café – GC et al. (rare migrant 
to Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

CHRISTMAS ISLAND 
Yellow Bittern – 1, 26/12/22, Phosphate 

Hill Road – KF et al. (rare migrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

SCHRENK’S BITTERN – 1, 18/11/22, 
Cocos Padang Lodge, Settlement 
– CA et al. (vagrant to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs) 

NORTHERN BOOBOOK – 1, 24-25/12/22, 
Lily Beach Road – EL et al. (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance) 

EURASIAN HOBBY – 1, 24/12/22, Quarry 
Rd – EL et al. (vagrant to Australia 
territory; subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs) 

BROWN SHRIKE – 1, 14-23/12/22, 
Phosphate Hill Road – RB et al. (vagrant 
to Australia territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

Rosy Starling – 1 juvenile, 20/12/22, Gaze 
Road – ML (rare visitor to Australian 
territory; subject to BARC acceptance; 
photographs) 

DARK-SIDED FLYCATCHER – 1, 
21/11/22, Quarry Road – LM et al. 
(vagrant to Australian territory; subject 
to BARC acceptance; photographs) 

Red-throated Pipit – 1, 20-22/11/22, 
Quarry Road – CA et al. (vagrant to 
Australian territory; subject to BARC 
acceptance; photographs) 

STONECHAT sp. – 1, 21/11/22, North 
West Point Road – DP, BW et al. (2nd 
record of stonechat sp. for Australian 
territory; photographs) 

OBSERVERS 
AL = Ashley Latimer 
BB = Bill Betts 
BV = Ben Vasic 
BW = Brett Whitfield 
CA = Charuka Abhayawickrama 
DAH = Des & Anita Hume 
DD = Drew Davison 
DM = Dan Mantle 
DaM = Damian Macrae 
DP = Dan Pendavingh 
EL = Elliot Leach 
GC = Geof Christie 
GG = Geoffrey Groom 
GM = Glenn Moore 

GS = George Swann 
GyS = Gypsy Stockley 
JC = John Curran 
JG = John Graff 
JKA = John & Kirsty Anderson 
JL = Jessie Lewin 
JW = Jordan Webber 
JaW = James Watson 
KF = Kim Farley 
KG = Ken Glasson 
KL = Keith Lightbody 
KR = Kelly Rayner 
KS = Kate Swanton 
LM = Louis Masarei 

MB = Mark Binns 
MC = Michael Craig 
ML = Mel Lintern 
MS = Mark Stanley 
MG = Martin Greenwood 
NH = Nick Hart 
NJ = Nigel Jackett 
NM = Nigel Milius 
PB = Plaxy Barratt 
PrB = Premnath Bates 
PG = Phil Gregory 
PJ = Pam Jones 
PW = Pete White 
RB = Richard Baxter 

RC = Rohan Clarke 
RD = Richard Dale 
RdV = Roxanne de Vos 
RO = Rachel Olsen 
SF = Stewart Ford 
SL = Samuel Lundin 
TB = Timothée Bonnet 
TH = Tim Henderson
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This annual review lists changes to the state ‘list’ for Western Australia, arising from new records or changes in taxonomy, from 
the previous calendar year. It also reports decisions by the BirdLife Australia Rarities Committee (BARC) affecting WA and its 
adjacent Australian external territories, revisiting records previously reported in the WABN ‘Observations’ column as “subject to 
BARC review”. For the purposes of this review, ‘Western Australia’ includes pelagic waters and most islands out to 200 nautical 
miles, but excludes Ashmore & Cartier Reefs, Christmas Island, and Cocos/Keeling Islands. 

‘FIRST FOR WA’ RECORDS REPORTED IN 2022 
Common (Mew) Gull Larus canus (ssp. kamtschatschensis), 
02/2022 Cheyne Beach (WABN 182); Pale-headed Munia, 
02/2022 Dampier Peninsula (WABN 182); Grey-streaked 
Flycatcher, 11/2022 Browse Island (WABN 185). 
BARC DECISIONS IN 2022 FOR WA AND ADJACENT 
TERRITORIES 
‘Mainland’ WA: ACCEPTED – #1196, #1197, #1230-1241 
Barau’s Petrel, Bremer Canyon (multiple dates 2019-2022); 
#1200 Elegant Pitta 12/2018 Barrow Island (not reported 
in WABN); #1211 Pycroft’s Petrel, 02/2018 Bremer Canyon 
(WABN 166, initially reported as Cook’s Petrel); #1242 
Chatham Albatross, 02/2019 Bremer Canyon (WABN 170); 
#1246, #1247 Great Shearwater, 02/2022 (WABN 181) and 
01/2020 (WABN 173) Bremer Canyon. 
NOT ACCEPTED – #1199 Elegant Pitta 01/2018 Barrow 
Island; #1204 House Crow, 08/2021 Bunbury (WABN 180), 
not accepted due to changed BARC policy which no longer 
recognises ship-assisted vagrants; #1223 Eurasian Hobby 
30/2022 Roebuck Bay (WABN 182). 
Ashmore Reef: ACCEPTED – #1194 Arctic Warbler 11/2020 
(WABN 177), #1217 Trindade Petrel 11/2020 (WABN 177). 
Cocos/Keeling Islands: ACCEPTED – #1195 Red-throated 
Pipit 12/2019 (WABN 173); #1205 Amur Falcon 6/2021 
(WABN 179), #1222 Purple Heron 11/2021 (WABN 181). 
Christmas Island: ACCEPTED – #1210 Kentish Plover 
12/2020. 
TAXONOMIC ‘SPLITS’ AND ‘LUMPS’ OF WA BIRDS IN 
2022 
IOC (12.2-13.1) (Gill, Donsker and Rasmussen, 2023): 
SPLIT – MacGillivray’s Prion Pachyptila macgillivrayi 
from Salvin’s Prion based on bill morphology and genetic 

divergence (Masello et al., 2022); WA specimens confirmed 
on measurements in WA Museum collection (Ron Johnstone 
pers. com.); Northern Shriketit Falcunculus whitei and Western 
Shriketit Falcunculus leucogaster split from Eastern Shriketit, 
based on plumage and vocalisations (Schodde & Mason, 
1999). LUMP – Eastern Osprey lumped with (Western) Osprey 
Pandion haliaetus, based on low divergence (Monti et al., 
2018). 
Clements/eBird v.2022: (Clements et al., 2022): SPLIT – 
MacGillivray’s Prion (see above); Spotted Scrubwren Sericornis 
maculatus; Northern Shrike-tit and Western Shrike-tit (see 
above).  
HBW/BirdLife International (2022) v.7: none.  
Working List of Australian Birds v4.1 (BirdLife Australia, 
2022): Purple-backed Fairy-wren Malurus assimilis. 
SCIENTIFIC NAME CHANGES FOR WA BIRDS IN 2022 
IOC (12.2-13.1) (Gill, Donsker and Rasmussen, 2023): Black 
Honeyeater Sugomel nigrum (genus now treated as neuter). 
ENGLISH NAME CHANGES FOR WA BIRDS IN 2022: 
IOC (12.2-13.1) (Gill, Donsker and Rasmussen, 2023): 
Osprey (was Western Osprey – see lump above). 
Clements/eBird v.2022 (Clements et al., 2022): Horsfield’s 
Bushlark (was Australasian Bushlark), following lump of 
Singing Bushlark. 
Working List of Australian Birds v4.1 (Birdlife Australia, 
2022): Australian Painted-Snipe (was Australian Painted-
snipe), Oriental Scops-Owl (was Oriental Scops-owl). 
These changes bring the WA state bird list (excluding offshore 
external territories) to 615 species using IOC (13.1) taxonomy, 
or 614 species following BirdLife Australia’s Working List of 
Australian Birds (v.4) (BirdLife Australia, 2022).  
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Notices

ACCESSING BACK ISSUES OF WABN 

BirdLife WA has provided all the back issues on the web at 

http://www.birdswa.com.au/WABN/?C=N;O=D  

• Go to the BirdLife website 

• then into the section for BirdLife WA  

• and then into ‘publications’ which is publicly accessible 

Thanks to Margaret Philippson, who put an amazing amount of effort 
into this, the files are searchable. Searches in older issues are not always 
100% exact, because while they have been scanned from the originals, 
the typeface in those early days was not always clear, so some errors will 
occur.  

Bruce Buchanan, a previous editor of WABN, went to extraordinary lengths 
to write an index for the first 50 issues and this covers the most problematic 
issues, so it is best to use his index for older issues. This is available in the 
BirdLife WA Library. 

Scans on newer issues will be highly reliable and, of course, searches on 
the most recent issues will be exact. 

Australasian Ornithological Conference
Dear ornithological colleagues and friends,
We are pleased to announce – on behalf of BirdLife Australia and Birds 
New Zealand – that the 2023 Australasian Ornithological Conference 
will be held in Brisbane/Meanjin from November 28-30 – with side 
events the day before and after (workshops, field trips, a board 
meeting, socials etc.). Please put these dates in your calendar and sign 
up to receive future emails by going to our website www.2023aoc.
com.

• March 31 BirdLife Australia student award applications due 
• May 1 Registration opens and student award recipients announced
• June 9 Abstracts deadline
• August 4 Abstracts accepted
• September 22 Earlybird registration ends
• November 28-30 AOC 2023 at the Brisbane Convention and 

Exhibition Centre
You can email 2023aoc@gmail.com with questions

What’s new in AFO and Emu? 
It can sometimes be challenging to distinguish 
Black Falcons from dark phase Brown Falcons, 
but an article by MacColl and Debus in Australian 
Field Ornithology (AFO 39, 214-219) assists in 
understanding plumage variation in this species. In 
another recent paper, Dirk Spennemann provides 
what appears to be the first record of seed dispersal 
by corellas (AFO 40, 1-5). It relates to exotic tree 
species and has implications for the possible impact 
that might be caused by introduced corellas in Perth 
dispersing seeds of introduced trees and shrubs. 
Aline Gibson Vega has been studying Western 
Grasswrens for her PhD, focussing on the 
populations on Peron Peninsula and in the Bush 
Heritage Reserve at Hamelin Station. In a recent 
article in Emu – Austral Ornithology (Emu 122, 282-
287) she provides new information on the social 
organisation and breeding biology of this poorly 
understood cryptic species.  
A review by David Lindenmayer of birds on farms in 
eastern Australia (Emu 122, 238-254) highlights the 
main factors influencing bird species in agricultural 
environments and provides suggestions for optimal 
management actions – all relevant to birds on farms 
in WA. 
You can access AFO (free to members) at https://
afo.birdlife.org.au/afo/index.php/afo / (Note new 
web address, because access is currently not possible 
through the new BirdLife web pages) and Emu 
(also free to members) at https://birdlife.org.au/
education-publications/publications/emu-austral-
ornithology/ 
For Emu articles, you will need to login with your 
user name and password, as Emu is only available 
freely to BirdLife Australia members. 

EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY COURSES
  BIRD APPRECIATION COURSE (2) $650 for 6 nights. Max 8 participants .Facilitated by Peter White.

Arriving Sunday 2 nd April– Departing Sun 8 th April 2023- (4 places taken).
Contact us on eyre@birdlife.org.au to record your interest if you wish to attend. 

 DUNE RESTORATION Discounted Price of $325!!! for 6 nights. Max 8 .participants.
Arriving Sunday 28th May - departing Saturday 3 rd June 2023. Facilitated by George & Pam Agar (1 
PLACE LEFT). 

 BIRD WEEK AT EYRE: BIRDS AND FIRE IN THE MALLEE $650 for 6 nights. Max 8 participants
Arriving Sunday 15th October – Departing 21st October 2023.  Facilitated by Peter Sandilands (4 places taken) 
Precis for course. With almost seven years having passed since the devastating fires around Eyre, we will visit again to see 
how the vegetation is recovering and what birds have returned. To do this we will visit burnt and unburnt sites and walk 
through them comparing the results with data recorded before the fires as well as that gathered during previous courses. 
Some specific groups of mallee birds will be looked at in the context of the fires as well as aspects of the fire’s behaviour. 
Other activities include conducting one count per day during the week for the Aussie Backyard Bird Count and participating 
in Australia's longest running beach count of shorebirds. 

 BIRD PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE $650 for 6 nights. Max 8 participants.
Arriving 12th November – departing 18th November 2023 . Facilitated by Keith Lightbody. 

The bookings have just opened so be quick if you wish to attend. Contact us at eyre@birdlife.org.au to make your 
booking.,or call EBO (08) 9039 3450 Attendees will need to bring their own binoculars if required and/or camera 

equipment. Spare batteries and a backup device for memory cards are recommended, plus a laptop if you wish to process 
your photos.  
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ALBANY BIRD GROUP
NOVEMBER – NARRIKUP AREA
After a fairly wet winter, we needed gumboots to access 
Lake Eyrie. Armed with spotting scopes we scanned the 
lake and detected that the Black Swans had been nesting 
successfully this year. In addition to the more common ducks, 
we also found both Musk and Blue-billed Ducks. We spent 
a considerable amount of time listening to Little Grassbirds 
in nearby reeds but failed to see them. An Australian Reed-
Warbler was more obliging, providing the occasional glimpse.
We spent the rest of the excursion at the Lake Barnes Nature 
Reserve. With the access track to the lake flooded, we 
explored the reserve’s other tracks where we encountered a 
good variety of bush birds including Striated Pardalote, Dusky 
Woodswallow, Scarlet Robin and a Shining Bronze-cuckoo on 
the lookout for a nest. We flushed a teal from a hollow in a 
tree but were unable to determine whether this was a Grey or 
a Chestnut Teal. Visit Birdata to see the complete species list.

DECEMBER – LAKE POWELL & TORBAY AREA
The access track to the Lake Powell bird hide was rather 
overgrown and in need of track maintenance, but we 
nevertheless managed to make our way to the bird hide. Tall 
reeds impeded our view of the lake to some degree, but we 
established quickly that not many waterbirds were present. 
The small sandbar was occupied by a few shelducks and 
pelicans. Cormorant, Pacific Black Duck and some Musk Ducks 
were accompanied by Eurasian Coot. We decided to look 
for bush birds along the access track, but this proved to be 
rather disappointing as well with Red-winged Fairy-wren the 
only noteworthy species. At our next stop along the Elleker-
Grasmere Road we were battling strong easterly winds which 
made it hard to hold the binoculars steady. We found both 
Grey and Chestnut Teal in the drain below. There were also a 
few cormorants and Pacific Black Duck x Mallard hybrid.
At Torbay Hall we explored various trails and were fortunate 
to observe a young Shining Bronze-cuckoo being fed by 
Inland Thornbills. We had excellent views of Golden Whistler, 
White-breasted Robin, White-naped Honeyeater and Spotted 
Pardalote.

JANUARY – WILSON INLET & LAKE NENAMUP
We started our excursion at Morley Beach which is usually an 
excellent place to observe shorebirds during this time of the 
year. When we arrived we noticed that the inlet’s water levels 
were still quite high which limited the feeding opportunities 
for shorebirds. Initially we only saw several small groups of 
Red-necked Stints and Red-capped Plovers. We decided to go 
for a walk along the foreshore and had barely walked twenty 
metres when a Red-capped Plover turned up in front of us. We 
stood quietly observing the female bird as it was displaying 
the broken wing act. Obviously satisfied that we did not pose 
a threat, the bird then returned to a patch of samphire and 
settled down. To our great surprise, it didn’t even move as we 
slowly made our way past the bird. 

Apart from two Sharp-tailed Sandpipers and a couple of 
distantly calling Common Greenshanks we didn’t locate any 
further migratory shorebirds.
We called in at the eastern end of Wilson Inlet and found 
a variety of waterbirds including cormorants, ibis, herons, 
pelicans, swans and ducks. It was pleasing to see that 
bushbirds had started to return to nearby bushland which had 
been burnt about a year earlier.
Our final destination for the day was Lake Nenamup which is 
connected by a drain to the eastern end of Wilson Inlet. Unlike 
last year, we were pleased to see there was water in the lake. 
It was abuzz with swans, ducks and herons. With very little 
muddy areas exposed, the only shorebirds we found were 
Red-necked Avocet, Pied Stilt and Common Greenshank, their 
legs sufficiently long to feed in deeper water.

OTHER EVENTS:
We are taking part in the Birds on Farms project and had 
the opportunity to visit two properties. The owners of Wilyun 
Pools farm had recently won the 2022 Australian Government 
Landcare Farming Award. It was very encouraging to see 
the efforts they had put in to restore habitat. Our visit to the 
Francis farm south of the Stirling Range was also successful. 
As it was a property which we had visited two decades ago 
carrying out bird atlas surveys, we had some baseline data 
available. 
We also organised several walks around Lake Seppings / 
Tjuirtgellong. One of the walks was an Enviro Experiences 
family event in support of South Coast NRM’s annual Salty 
Summer outings for families. 

UPCOMING OUTINGS:
Excursions will take place on Tuesday, 14 March, 11 April and 
9 May. More details about destinations, where to meet, etc. 
will be made available on the Albany Bird Group's website and 
Facebook page. Feel free to get in touch with us for further 
information.

Anne Bondin
Convenor Albany Bird Group

Lake Seppings Enviro Experiences event. Photo by C Johnstone, 
South Coast NRM.

Red-capped Plover, 
photo by Tania 
Meuzelaar

               Baudin's Black-Cockatoo, photo by Tania Meuzelaar
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SAVING KYLORING STORIES
An initiative for school children in Western Australia
The Western Ground Parrot is critically endangered. With less 
than 150 of the enigmatic birds surviving today, it is only a 
heartbeat away from extinction. Very few people have ever 
seen Kyloring as the bird is known to local Noongar people. 
And surprisingly, many have never heard about this beautiful 
parrot which lives in remote heathlands on the South Coast of 
Western Australia. 
The Friends of the Western Ground Parrot want more people 
to find out about our state’s rarest bird and the threats it 
faces. Together with literacy specialist and WA Government 
Environmental Education winner Caralyn Lagrange, they 
have developed a project for school children to participate 
in. The educational project, which aligns with the Australian 
curriculum, has been developed for students in Years 4-6 and 
Years 7-9. It encourages them to create a story involving 
Kyloring. The story can be factual or fictitious and can be 
presented in a short story, picture book or graphic novel 
format.
The Albany-based charity hopes that many teachers will 
use the project as part of their curriculum in the new school 
year. If students take up the challenge and create a story 

about Kyloring, 
they also have the 
chance to enter a 
story competition 
later this year. The 
winning entry in 
each category is 
awarded $250 and 
will be published in 
both print format 
and online.
For more details 
about the initiative, please visit the Saving Kyloring Stories 
website. The website provides information for both teachers, 
parents and students and includes curriculum notes and 
competition entry details as well as a wealth of information 
about Kyloring. This upcoming project is also supported by the 
Albany & Surrounds Feral Cat Working Group, BirdLife Western 
Australia, the Oyster Harbour Catchment Group and the State 
Natural Resource Management Program.

Anne Bondin
Convenor Albany Bird Group

CAPE TO CAPE BIRD GROUP
All excursions are advertised in the Cape to Cape Bird Group newsletter (see BirdLife WA website), may be advertised on 
BirdLife WA E-news and are for BirdLife Australia members, supporters and the general public. If you wish to be on the mailing 
list contact Christine Wilder cwilderone@yahoo.com.au

EXCURSION REPORT, WADANDI TRACK NORTH, WITCHCLIFFE, SUNDAY 11 DECEMBER
Thirteen of us met at Witchcliffe for our last excursion for 2022. We were greeted by Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos as we walked 
north along the Wadandi Track, from Redgate Road to Rowe Road West and return. Along the track we noticed some very 
large old Marri and Jarrah trees both in and out of the reserve. There is new housing occurring on the west side of Bussell 
Highwayand one section of the blue gum plantation has been cleared. Our final tally was an excellent 30 bird species, resulting 
no doubt from the ‘eagle eyes’ of one of our newest members Ollie McEvoy. It was great to see members who travelled from 
Yallingup, Dunsborough and Bunbury. Back at the cars we enjoyed morning tea and a chat for our year end celebration. Thanks 
to everyone who joined in.

Christine Wilder

BIRDLIFE MIDWEST-GERALDTON
IN THE COMMUNITY - PHOTOGRAPHY, 
CONSERVATION AND COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
Last August, BirdLife Midwest-Geraldton hosted Advanced 
and Beginner photography workshops run by professional 
photographer Shelley Pearson and supported by the Northern 
Agricultural Catchment Council (NACC), recognising the 
number of people that enjoy nature photography. Up and out 
at the crack of dawn along the Greenough Estuary, aspiring 
to photographic genius, the readable leg band, the distinctive 
plumage, the movement, Shelley covered a range of technical 
and other topics. 
‘Capturing the Moment’ Midwest Bird Photography 
Competition, closed on October 9. Judges Karl Monaghan, 
Alan Howitt, Tracey Heimberger, and Shelley Pearson 
selected the category winners out of the 350 entries from 36 
photographers. Fifty shortlisted photographs were printed and 
mounted by Karl Monaghan Fine Art. On December 10, 2022, 
the exhibition ‘Capture the Moment’ was opened at Greenough 
Museum and Gardens by Mic Payne from NACC with a short 
speech on conservation and the role of photographers. A 
crowd of 40 or so had a first look through the exhibition 
and winners were presented with their prizes! ‘Capture the 
Moment’ extended through to January 29.  

Winners:  
Portrait – ‘Rainbow Bee Eaters comparing Food’ Bill Belson;  
Flight - ‘Diving Fairy Tern’ Steve Pidgeon (Winning Entry);  
Bird Behaviour - ‘White-plumed Honeyeater drinking’ Amy 
Rakkusol;  
Bird Behaviour - ‘Red Wattlebird on Banksia’ Mike Clarke 
(Judge’s Artistic Award), ‘Great Egret Greenough River’ Tahlia 
Dalle (Judge’s Encouragement Award); 
Folios - ‘Pacific Gull Fishing’ Bill Belson; 
People’s Choice - ‘White-plumed Honeyeater drinking’ Amy 
Rakkusol. 
Sponsors: NACC, Iberdrola Australia, BirdLife WA, Karl 
Monaghan Photography Gallery, Queen of the Murchison, 
Wooleen Station, Geraldton Air Charter, Olympus, BCF. 
Much thanks to Moira McKinnon for putting together these 
photographic events, Gary Martin of Greenough Museum and 
Gardens, Karl Monaghan and the other judges.  
Eighteen prints from the competition were moved straight to 
a Photographic and Informational Exhibition ‘Our Estuaries – a 
Bird Haven’ at the Geraldton Regional Library to run through 
February 2023 (BirdLife Midwest-Geraldton, Chapman River 
Friends, Greenough River Friends, NACC and CGG). Other 
February events include two World Wetland Day Estuary Walks 
at Chapman and Greenough rivers, and a seminar.  

Saving Kyloring Stories home page. Original 
photo by Brent Barrett, DBCA



Western Australian Bird Notes, No. 185 March 2023 Page 35

WA Regional Groups, ctd

OTHER EVENTS
Last November BirdLife Midwest-Geraldton celebrated 
Midwest Seabirds and Shorebirds at Geraldton Multicultural 
Association’s ‘Festival of Lights’. Children painted life size 
bird cut-outs. At sunset the giant inflatable globe lit up with 
fairy lights strung along East Asian–Australasian Flyway 
(EAAF) migratory shorebirds and Abrolhos migratory seabird 
flightpaths. A combined community project video (shorebirds 
collage by Geraldton school children, each bird with a message 
on how to care for shorebirds) ran on the big screen near 
the stage. Shorebirds depend on us to protect their beaches 
and wetland sites where we live across Australia effectively 
and in partnership with communities looking after wetlands 
throughout other EAAF countries.  
The festival event was followed by a Beach Nesting Birds 
informational display at the Geraldton Regional Library for 
two weeks (BirdLife Midwest, HACN), the library once again 
providing an important hub.
Schools - BirdLife Midwest visited Allendale Primary School 
for in-school bird walks and joined Chapman River Friends 
volunteers, NACC and Bundiyarra Language Centre for ‘Re-
Connect to Country’ at Chapman Estuary. Here, Year 5 children 
from Waggrakine Primary School learned about river, culture, 
heritage, healthy country …. And got to use binoculars and 
telescopes to view birds. Thank you, Aboriginal teacher aides, 
and teachers for this wonderful opportunity.  
Summer School Holidays - the ‘Bird Walks on the Beach’ 
0630 start was popular with many new bird enthusiasts. 
There were three walks in December and seven in January 
with some special guest leaders such as Rory and Steve from 
DBCA. Some new shorebird fans came to both the Geraldton 
and Greenough locations. The binoculars and telescopes are 
brilliant! A children’s activity at Geraldton Regional Library 
‘Birds Love Healthy Wetlands’ kicked off our wetlands focus 
for this year. Children used hand magnifying lenses and the 
digital microscope to examine beach wrack and sandy mud 
for invertebrates (BirdLife Midwest-Geraldton, Chapman River 
Friends, Greenough River Friends). 
Australia Day saw BirdLife Midwest at the Geraldton 
foreshore with a beach birds informational display and life-
size bird cut-outs for children to paint (about 35 birds). These 
were used up early, but we had plenty of ‘Sharing Beaches 
with Shorebirds’ temporary tattoos. These awesome tattoos 
supported by BirdLife Australia and NACC NRM Coastal 
Program, depict beach nesting birds Fairy Tern, Australian Pied 
and Sooty Oystercatchers, Red-capped Plover and Hooded 

Plover. These have proved popular with young beach goers at 
the surf life-saving clubs and events. And everyone learned 
something about the birds at the beach.  
Many thanks to BirdLife Midwest-Geraldton volunteers, 
Houtman Abrolhos Conservation Network volunteers, Chapman 
River Friends volunteers and Greenough River Friends 
volunteers.  

BIRD SURVEYS 
Excursions: Depot Hill Reserve, Bootenal, Whitepeak, 
Chapman Reserve, and Greenough River Walk/Devlin Pool. 
Shorebird counts: monitoring for beach nesting at 
Geraldton, Southgate, Greenough, Wallabi Islands, Hutt 
Lagoon, Hutt River, Bowes River. Thanks BMG volunteers and 
thanks to volunteers from TAFE Conservation and NACC NRM 
Mid-West Aboriginal Ranger Program. Pied Stilt observed 
nesting at Greenough samphire. Red-capped Plover were 
nesting at Geraldton and Southgate beaches. Pied Stilt, Red-
capped Plover and Fairy Tern observed nesting at Hutt Lagoon.  

Alice Bishop, Moira McKinnon, Jaye Allan, Virginie 
Carbonatto, Caroline Hood

MANDURAH BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP
On Friday November 25, 2022, 16 members visited Wellard 
Wetlands where 55 species were observed under enjoyable 
weather conditions.  

Friday December 4th was a very 
successful social gathering for our annual 
Christmas luncheon. This was arranged 
for my favourite Chinese restaurant, 
Penang House, which is on the estuary 
foreshore in Mandurah. It was attended 
by 24 persons who reported a very 
successful repast with a variety of dishes 
that satisfied the palate with a Happy 
Christmas atmosphere. Unfortunately I 
had been admitted to hospital and was 
unable to attend.  

A special event that was programmed for Saturday December 
17th was brought forward to Friday 16th where we visited 
Island Point. Sixteen members enjoyed the outing where 30 
species were observed, including Western Yellow Robin, Scarlet 
Robin and Golden Whistler at a distance perched high on a 
dead tree branch with a large morsel in its beak. Surprisingly 
it was able to give a beautiful rendition even with a mouthful!! 
On Friday January 27th, 21 members visited Lake McLarty 
where 37 species were observed. Unfortunately, although a 
usual spot for many migratory birds, none were sighted. Over 
the previous few weeks there had been some sightings of 
waders around the estuary. These only stayed for a short time 
and as our next outing is to Nairns it is hoped that we may be 
rewarded with some sightings.  

Bill King 
Coordinator

Editors' note: Mandurah suggested venues program see 
Coming events, page 38

Winner Bird Behaviour - ‘Great Egret Greenough River’ Tahlia 
Dalle (Judge’s Encouragement Award)

Golden Whistler Island Point. Photo by Bill 
King
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Observatory reports
EYRE BIRD OBSERVATORY

NOVEMBER TO JANUARY 2023  
Bird activity at Eyre Bird Observatory (EBO) and its environs 
has been lively during our three months stay. With good rains 
in October (81.6 mm) and November (42.7 mm) there has 
been plenty of flowering vegetation and replenished water 
sources and consequently we have noted breeding Dusky 
Woodswallow, pardalotes, Rainbow Bee-eater, Grey Currawong 
and Grey Shrike-thrush. A couple of Grey Teal took advantage 
of the wet weather and for a short time enjoyed a paddle on 
the large puddles found on the main gravel road leading into 
the EBO from the Eyre Highway. 
We enjoyed watching groups of Galahs varying from 3 – 5 
birds moving across the landscape in December and in January 
we have seen the same with some flocks approaching 15 – 22 
birds.  
Exciting finds include the beautiful, coloured Scarlet-chested 
Parrot and Copperback Quail-thrush found amongst the mallee 
on the North Track. We have sighted the parrot most days 
over our stay at EBO and the largest flock seen was nine birds. 
These parrots were as inquisitive about us as we were about 
them; often, before we departed, they would perch above us 
and observe us. 
On our beach runs along Kanidal and Wader Beach in 
November the notable birds were the Red-capped Plover and 
runners, and a small number of waders, such as one Pacific 
Golden Plover, Red Knot, Great Knot and Red-necked Stint. 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher and Sooty Oystercatcher were 
seen on all surveys, with Sooty Oystercatcher aggregating 
into large flocks of over 40 birds on some days at the western 
end of Kanidal Beach and eastern end of Wader Beach. Other 
large flocks included 53 Red-capped Plovers found mixed with 
21 Red-necked Stints on Wader Beach in early December. 
Red-necked Stints were the most abundant migratory waders 
observed and other species number from one to three birds. 
A flock of 42 Crested Terns was also found on Wader Beach. 
Wader Beach is popular with birds of prey, with Nankeen 
Kestrel and White-bellied Sea-Eagle often seen patrolling along 
the foredunes and cliffs, taking advantage of the uplift created 
by these coastal landscape features. Sometimes bushland 
birds venture from their heathland and coastal habit onto the 
beach — Willie Wagtail and Singing Honeyeater regularly do 
this, feeding on the weed bank. 
The Blue Bush Plains were notable for their White-winged 
Fairy-wren and birds of prey. There were also small numbers 
of Australian Bustard, Black-faced Woodswallow, and 
Australian Pipit, and family groups of Emus made up of one 
adult and three to five juveniles. White-winged Fairy-wren 
is also regularly seen around the Burnabbie ruins. Birds of 
prey such as Wedge-tailed Eagle, Brown Falcon and Nankeen 
Kestrel were often seen, with a Nankeen Kestrel often taking 
advantage of the shady roosting sites found at the entrance to 
the large caves that exist on the Hampton Plateau. We noted 
one large nest within one cave entrance and believe this to 
belong to a Nankeen Kestrel. Small flocks of Mulga Parrots and 
White-browed Scrubwren were seen in the mallee that melded 
into the open Blue Bush country and dense Blue Bush country 
east of Burnabbie ruins. 
The dawn chorus at EBO included Grey Shrike-thrush, Grey 
Butcherbird, Red Wattlebird, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Shining 
Bronze-Cuckoo, Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo, Black-eared 
Cuckoo, and an assortment of honeyeaters. The watering 
points around the EBO are busy on any day but especially in 
demand on hot days. 40.4 °C in late November and 41.5 °C in 
early December resulted in multi-species communal bathing. 
Singing Honeyeater, New Holland Honeyeater and Silvereye 

were the predominant species, but White-
browed Scrubwren , Blue-breasted Fairy-
wren, Brown Honeyeater, Inland Thornbill, 
White-eared Honeyeater, Brown-headed 
Honeyeater, Australian Raven, and Grey 
Currawong are regular visitors to the bath. 
A Collared Sparrowhawk and a Brown 
Falcon turn up every few days. Alarm calls of the local birds 
often alert us to the presence of the birds of prey as they 
approach, contouring along the ridge lines of the dune systems 
or gliding over the mallee canopy. We had the opportunity to 
observe the smaller birds of prey flying amongst the mallee 
in the pursuit of their prey; they are incredibly agile and 
manoeuvrable. 
Night birds have been recorded including the Southern 
Boobook at the Burnabbie ruins and Australian Owlet-nightjar 
and Tawny Frogmouth at, or close to, the EBO. 
As the weather warmed up in late December and January the 
acacia and grasses all went to seed. At the same time, we saw 
a marked increase in Brush Bronzewing and some Brown Quail 
with a small number of Common Bronzewing amongst them. 
Interestingly one Common and one Brush Bronzewing seemed 
to have teamed up and visit the bird bath regularly together. 
With several educational courses run during November (2 x 
Photography) and December (Field Techniques in Bird Studies 
Course) we had the advantage of an increase in skilled bird 
observers. Photographs and expert advice assisted greatly, 
increasing the variety and number of species observed and 
recorded. We have used several photographs taken by course 
participants to inform others of these beautiful creatures via 
the EBO’s Facebook page. 
Eyre Bird Observatory’s remote location and its varied 
landscapes, vegetation and weather makes it a haven for 
birdlife and other creatures great and small. It has been an 
amazing experience for us to share this beautiful wild part of 
the world with our many feathered friends and we will miss 
them and the EBO very much. 

Simon and Marg Baltais 

Copperback Quail-thrush. Photo by Keith Lightbody
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Important note regarding paid events and campouts
To attend a paid BirdLife Event, participants must book via Eventbrite –an electronic booking system.
1. This can be done by either down loading the Eventbrite app or going to www.eventbrite.com.au.
2. Then go to search symbol and type in BirdLife and then search.
3. Then click the event heading and all the event details will drop down.
4. Click on the green bar at the bottom “register”.
5. Eventbrite will automatically create a waiting list if the event is full.
6. If you have trouble, call the BWA office on 93837749.
7. Campouts – each person attending will be asked to pay $20 via Eventbrite to cover costs of Eventbrite and the campout leader.

New members
Please let the leaders know that you are a new member and don’t hesitate to ask for assistance with bird sightings.

Wherever you are, please observe your relevant state and territory advice and maintain social distancing and good 
hygiene when planning birding outings, events, monitoring, surveys or fieldwork, where this is allowed.

Saturday 18 March: Yangebup Lake, 
Cockburn 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 7:30 am in Parkes Street. Turn into 
Osprey Drive from North Lake Road and 
immediately turn into Parkes Street. Parkes 
Street now only runs for about 200 m 
before being shut off. Park in this area and 
walk to the barrier across the road. There 
should be a good variety of waterbirds and 
bushbirds. Bring your telescope if you have 
one. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leader: Robyn Pickering 

Sunday 26 March: Lake Joondalup, 
Joondalup 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 7:30 am at Neil Hawkins Park, in 
the car park at the end of Boas Avenue. The 
highest number of species for any BirdLife 
WA half-day excursion has been recorded 
at Joondalup Lake, with 75 species of birds 
seen in one morning. There are always lots 
of waterbirds and bushbirds to be seen 
around this large lake, and there could be 
waders as well. Lake Joondalup is within the 
Northern Swan Coastal Plain Important Bird 
Area for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leaders: Nigel Sutherland and Peter 
White 

Saturday 1 April: Wellard Wetlands, 
Baldivis 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am at the entrance to 
Wellard Wetlands on the northern side of 
Bertenshaw Road, 1 km from St Albans 
Road. Coming from Perth, turn left off 
the Freeway into Mundijong Road, then 
right into St Albans Road and right into 
Bertenshaw Road. There should be plenty 
of bushbirds and waterbirds here, as well as 
several species of raptors. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leader: Charles Merriam 

Monday 10 to Friday 14 April: Dundas 
Nature Reserve
Great Western Woodlands Survey
The Dundas survey route follows the line of 
the old Telegraph Track through salt lakes, 
woodlands and shrublands.
There is already a group of five people 
willing to do the Dundas Survey. If another 
two would like to join them it would make 
four vehicles which would be ideal.

Pg 12 for further information or contact 
Lorraine or Libby at gww@birdlife.org.au

Tuesday 11 April: Albany Bird Group 
Excursion 
For details about destination, time and 
where to meet visit the Albany Bird Group's 
website and Facebook page.

Leader from Albany Bird Group

Thursday 13 April: Tomato Lake, 
Kewdale 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am near the small tearooms 
at Tomato Lake, off Oats Street, Kewdale. 
Travelling south along Orrong Road, turn 
left into Oats Street and about 800 m 
on the right there is a drive-way into the 
parking area.  
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list. 

Leader: Ian Wallace 

Sunday 16 April: Lake Coogee, Munster 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in Fawcett Road. Turn into 
Fawcett Road from Mayor Road, go past the 
traffic circle, and we will park approximately 
1 km from Mayor Road.  
Nearly 100 species of birds have been seen 
on and around the lake, including nine 
raptors. It is a large lake and has a path 
right around it so some people may wish to 
do the full circuit.  
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined birdlist. 

Leaders: Jan and Dave Crossley 

Saturday 22 April: Lake Monger 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park opposite 

the Telethon Speech and Hearing Centre, 36 
Dodd Street Wembley, on the northern side 
of the lake.  
The walk around the lake will take 2-3 
hours. This is a good opportunity to see 
many species of ducks, waterbirds, and 
some bush birds. There are resident Purple-
backed Fairy-wrens that are often seen. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined bird list.  

Leader: Lou Scampoli 

Thursday 27 to Saturday 29 April: 
Frank Hann/Peak Charles
Great Western Woodlands Survey
Low heathland greets the surveyor on 
entering Frank Hann from Lake King. 
Eastward the vegetation changes to 
Allocasuarina shrubland, Salmon Gum 
woodland and mallee.

Pg 12 for further information or contact 
Lorraine or Libby at gww@birdlife.org.au

Sunday 30 April: Ashfield Flats, 
Bassendean 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am at the car park at the 
southern end of West Road, Bassendean. 
From Guildford Road turn into Colstoun 
Road, turn left into Haig St and right into 
Fisher Street. Follow Fisher Street into Reid 
Street and then turn right into West Road. 
Follow West Road to the end car park at 
Sandy Beach Reserve.  
There should be a variety of water birds and 
bush birds. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined birdlist. 

Leader: Peter White 

Monday 1 to Thursday 4 May: Cave Hill
Great Western Woodlands Survey
Cave Hill is a fascinating mix of Salmon and 
Gimlet woodland, as well as eucalyptus, 
mallee and grass tree shrubland. 

Pg 12 for further information or contact 
Lorraine or Libby at gww@birdlife.org.au 

Thursday 4th May: Ascot Waters, Ascot 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park at the end 
of Tidewater Way. To reach the area from 

Coming events
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Great Eastern Highway, turn into Stoneham 
Street, then into Resolution Drive, and left 
into Tidewater Way. Continue through two 
roundabouts, over the bridge, and up to 
the car park at the top of the rise. This is 
getting better as the thousands of shrubs 
and trees that have been planted start to 
mature and blossom.  
A wide variety of habitats can provide 
shelter for many birds and it is well worth a 
visit to this promising site. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined birdlist.  

Leader: Sue Abbotts 

Friday 5 to Monday 8 May: Jilbadji 
Nature Reserve
Great Western Woodlands Survey
Jilbadji has a range of habitats varying from 
woodland to shrubland and spinifex. 

Pg 12 for further information or contact 
Lorraine or Libby at gww@birdlife.org.au 

Sunday 7th May: Bannister Creek, 
Lynwood 
Two Hour excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in Jaccard Way. From 
Leach Highway turn into High Road then 
left into Metcalf Road and then first right 
into Jaccard way, where there is plenty of 
parking. 
Bannister Creek runs into Canning River 
and a South East Regional Centre for Land 
Care (SERCUL) Project has been focused for 
some years on a significant rehabilitation 
project along this creek.
The main activities have been weed 
removal, replanting with appropriate 
vegetation and sculpturing the creek so 
small weirs aerate the water. An annual 
bird survey is undertaken and the birds 
are starting to return. Bring a chair 
and morning tea to have while we do a 
combined birdlist. 

Leader: Adam Graham 

Tuesday 9 May: Albany Bird Group 
Excursion 
For details about destination, time and 
where to meet visit the Albany Bird 
Group's website and Facebook page.

Leader from Albany Bird Group 

Saturday 13 May: Victoria Reservoir, 
Canning Mills 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:30 am in the car park beside 
the information board at the entrance to 
the dam. From Perth, travel east along 
Welshpool Road and Welshpool Road East to 
the T-junction at Canning Road, turn right 
and travel for about 400 m to Masonmill 
Road. Continue along this road for about 
600 m, following the signs to the dam and 
the entrance to the car park. We will follow 
the walking track down to the dam. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined birdlist. 

Leader: Sue Abbotts 

Sunday 21 May: Ray Marshall Park, 
Viveash 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park of Ray 
Marshall Park. Go to the end of First 
Avenue, off Great Eastern Highway, just 
east of Governor Stirling Senior High 
School. We will walk along the John George 
Trail that runs beside the Swan River. On 
the return walk, we will divert to a swampy 
area 250 m off the track, and this will 
usually add up to six extra species to the 
list. 
The walk includes big river redgums, 
waterbirds along the river, and the walk to 
the swamp mentioned above. Bring a chair 
and morning tea to have while we do a bird 
list. 

Leader: Peter White 

Monday 27 May: Bold Park Eco Centre, 
165 Perry Lakes Drive, Floreat 
BirdLife WA Speaker Nigght
See ENews for details

Sunday 28th May: Manning Lake, 
Spearwood 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8.00 am in the car park opposite 
the Azelia Ley Homestead Museum on 
the western side of the lake. This is a 
semi-permanent wetland with a fringe of 
paperback trees noted for its waterbirds. 
After walking around the lake, we will take 
the path up to the ridge lookouts to the 
west before returning to the carpark via the 
easily negotiated Manning Stairs. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined birdlist. 

Leader: Pauline Woolley 

Saturday 3rd June: Flynn Road, 
Mundaring 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 9:00 am at the corner of Flynn 
Road and Great Eastern Highway, about 
10 km past Sawyers Valley or 1 km on the 
Perth side of The Lakes (the York turnoff). 
We will look at several areas of Wandoo 
woodland, where three species of robin 
are often seen, and sometimes a Crested 
Shrike-tit. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined birdlist. 

Leader: Charles Merriam 

Saturday 10th June: Tom Bateman 
Reserve, Thornlie 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:30 am beside the Empire Ballpark 
(baseball) and Gaelic Athletic Association 
sporting complex at the corner of Nicholson 
and Wilfred Roads. From Nicholson Road 
turn into Wilfred Rd and then immediately 
right into the car-park. Beware - there is 
another sporting complex on the west side 
of Wilfred Rd. 

We will look at a series of wetlands 
constructed to remove nutrients from water 
draining into the Canning River. We will also 
look at small bushland areas if they are 
accessible. Rubber boots may be a good 
idea, and insect repellent.  
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined birdlist. 

Leader: Debbie Walker 

Thursday 15th June: Little Rush Lake, 
Yangebup 
Half day excursion 
Meet at 8:30 am at end of Parkes Street, 
which runs parallel to North Lake Road on 
the Eastern side of the lake. Little Rush 
Lake is part of the Beeliar Regional Park.  
If you are using the freeway leave the 
freeway at Berrigan Drive and travel to the 
west. Turn right onto North Lake Road and 
travel about 750 m to Parkes Street on the 
left.  
If you are travelling south on North Lake 
Road, turn right into Osprey Drive, then 
do a safe U-Turn and go back onto North 
Lake Road for 250 metres to Parkes Street. 
Turn left onto Parkes Street and follow the 
bitumen to the end and park there. 
There is a path around the lake, and 
we should see plenty of waterbirds and 
bushbirds. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined birdlist. 

Leaders: Jen Sumpton and Lynley Davey 

Saturday 17th June: Lake Goollelal, 
Kingsley 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:30 am at the car park on 
Woodlake Retreat. From the junction of 
Wanneroo Road and Hepburn Avenue, travel 
north on Wanneroo Road to the first set 
of traffic lights and turn left into Woodlake 
Retreat. The car park is 50 m from the turn 
off.  
This lake offers a good selection of 
bushbirds and waterbirds. It is part of 
the Northern Swan Coastal Plain Key 
Biodiversity Area (KBA) for Carnaby’s Black-
Cockatoo. Bring your ‘scope if you have 
one.  
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined birdlist. 

Leader: Betty Bryant 

Sunday 25th June: Beenyup Swamp, 
Woodvale 
Half-day excursion 
Meet at 8:00 am in the car park on the 
south side of Ocean Reef Road near the old 
buildings. From the Mitchell Freeway travel 
east along Ocean Reef Road and continue 
approximately 800 m past Trappers Drive 
until you see a cleared paddock with some 
old stone buildings on the right. Park in the 
limestone area in front of these buildings.  
Beenyup Swamp is part of the Yellagonga 
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Scarlet-chested Parrot feeding; Eyre Bird 
Observatory, p 35. Photo by Keith Lightbody

Regional Park. There should be a good 
variety of bushbirds and waterbirds. 
Bring a chair and morning tea to have while 
we do a combined birdlist.  

Leader: Nigel Sutherland

Monday 30 October to Friday 3 
November (6 nights / 5 days) 
Mid-week Campout, Esperance 
Locations to be visited during the campout 
include Cape le Grande National Park, 
Monjingup Lake, Mt. Ridley and Woody 
Island. Brown Quail, Rock Parrot and 
Red-eared Firetail have been recorded on 
the island and a special early departure 
has been provided for the group. We will 
be based at the Esperance Bay Holiday 
Park, 162 Dempster Street (western 
end), Esperance. Previous campouts have 
recorded a high number of species. 
If you wish to attend the campout, BOOK 
EARLY by following the steps below: 
Step 1: Register on Eventbrite and, if you 

get a ticket, that is in the first thirty on 
the list, go to step 2. 

Step 2: Contact the Esperance Bay Holiday 
Park (telephone 9071 2237) to book your 
accommodation. Facilities ranging from 
camping and caravan sites to cabins, 
holiday units and chalets are available. 
Let them know you are with BirdLife 
Western Australia. The operators of the 
Holiday Park have offered us a discount 
which will be applied when you pay the 
remainder of your fee upon arrival. You 
can also contact the Holiday Park by 
e-mail on info@esperancebayholidaypark.
com.au. This is a popular holiday 
destination so BOOK EARLY to 
ensure you don’t miss out. Once your 
accommodation has been confirmed, go 
to step 3. 

Step 3: The boat trip to Woody Island must 
be paid for in advance so that on the day 
of departure the group will arrive at the 
jetty and the crew will have a manifest 
ready with our names on it. The cost 

is $125.00 per person, $105.00 with a 
seniors concession, and includes morning 
tea upon arrival at the island. Bookings 
for the BirdLife WA visit are to be made 
by telephone only by contacting Woody 
Island Eco Tours (telephone 0484 327 
580 – 8:30 am to 4:30 pm). Let them 
know you are booking for the BirdLife 
Western Australia visit by quoting booking 
reference IOEXJF and they will guide you 
through the payment process.  

The trip takes approximately 60 minutes 
and is scheduled for Monday 30 October. 
However, if weather conditions do not 
allow us to travel that day, it will be re-
scheduled later in the week. 

There will be an entry fee at Cape le Grande 
National Park, so if you have a national 
parks pass, bring it with you. 
Note: As some locations do not have toilet 
facilities, you will need to be prepared to 
make alternative arrangements. 
A briefing will be held in the BBQ area of 
the Holiday Park (subject to availability) at 
5:45pm on the Sunday evening (29 October 
2023). 
Members and their guests only (limit of 30 
persons) 

Leader: Peter Sandilands

MANDURAH BIRS OBSERVERSGROUP SUGGESTED VENUES 
FOR 2023 PROGRAMME 

FRIDAY MARCH 24th:   CREERY WETLANDS 

FRIDAY APRIL 22nd:  COOLUP PROPERRT ROSS AND LIZ ROSE

FRIDAY MAY 26th:    PRIVATE PROPERTY CORONATION DRIVE 

      WAROONA 

FRIDAY JUNE 23rd:   MARLEE RESERVE 

FRIDAY JULY 28th:  ST IVES PENINSULAR RESERVE 

FRIDAY AUGUST 25th:  SAMPHIRE COVE 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 22nd: PROPERTY OF ROSS AND LIZ ROSE COOLUP

FRIDAY OCTOBER 27th: ERSKINE LAKES 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 26th: GOEGRUP LAKE 

DECEMBER:   ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON - DATE TO BE 
ADVISED 

ALL OUTINGS WILL BE FROM AROUND 7AM - 7.30AM EXCEPT FOR WINTER 
WHICH WILL BE AROUND 8AM - 830AM. MORE DETAILS WILL BE GIVEN 
TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO THE DATE. 

ALL OUTINGS ARE SUBJECT TO CLIMATIC OR UNFORSEEN FACTORS SO, IF 
ANY CHANGE PRIOR NOTICE WILL BE GIVEN. 

ENQUIRIES TO BILL KING, LEADER MANDURAH BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP. 

EMAIL newbill13@bigpond.com OR PHONE 9534 9913 
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‘Capturing the Moment’ Midwest Bird Photography Competition, p 34. Winner Bird Behaviour and Winner Peoples Choice: 'White-plumed 
Honeyeater drinking.' Photo by  Amy Rakkusol


